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The  Editorial  Line  *** 


by  Ray  Mercer 

Well,  if  you  haven't  already  guessed,  it's  time  for  our  Society  to  hold  its  first 
NATIONAL  Election  of  Officers!  Frankly,  I  can't  even  begin  to  adequately  convey  the 
pride  and  excitement  I  feel  over  this  landmark  event!  Not  only  is  this  historical  ballot 
a  meaningful  indication  of  our  organization's  rapid  growth,  but  it  also  goes  on  to 
boldly  certify  that  we  are  indeed  a  truly  democratic  Society  and  not  just  another  smug 
clique  of  a  chosen  few. 


Your  Duty  As  A  Member  of  The  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.... 

I  would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  remind  you  once  again  that  this  is  YOUR 
Society!  If  you  wish  to  be  a  viable  member  of  our  organization,  it  is  your  DUTY  and 
RESPONSIBILITY  to  cast  your  ballot!  Just  like  in  our  Nation's  political  elections,  if 
you  don't  care  to  vote,  you  don't  really  care! 

How  Important  Is  Your  Vote?.... 

With  almost  600  members,  there  is  absolutely  no  doubt  that  we  are  now  an  established  and 
thriving  organization!  The  question  is  no  longer  if  we  will  survive,  but  how  large  we 
will  grow!  By  this  time  next  year,  it  wouldn't  shock  even  me  if  we  boasted  a  membership 
of  1,000  people!  Cannons  and  whiz-bangs!  Think  what  a  THOUSAND  Society  members  would 
sound  like  if  we  all  steadily  chanted  along  in  unison,  "I  want  a  San  Diego...  I  want  a 
San  Diego...  I  want  a  San  Diego...."  on  the  bourse  floor  of  the  1986  ANA  Convention! 
Gee  whiz,  if  we  all  showed  up  at  once  on  opening  day,  we  could  literally  wipe  out  all 
the  complimentary  copies  of  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  then  turn 
around  and  sell  them  in  the  parking  lot  for  a  quick  profit! 

With  these  startling  realizations  in  mind,  our  first  national  election  is  going  to  set 
the  stage  for  what  will  probably  be  one  of  our  most  significant  years,  1985  -  1986. 
This  important  twelve  month  period  will  undoubtedly  require  us  to  clearly  define  our 
overall  purpose  and  skillfully  reveal  our  specific  goals  to  the  rest  of  our  neighbors  in 
the  numismatic  community.  Simply  put,  we  must  continue  to  prove  to  ourselves  and  those 
around  us  that  we  are  truly  a  LEARNING  organization! 

Our  first  step  towards  starting  on  this  noble  journey  is  not  only  to  elect  a  slate  of 
officers  who  will  continue  to  support  our  already  high  standards,  but  we  must  also  look 
ahead  to  the  future  and  select  people  who  will  strive  to  IMPROVE  upon  our  organization 
even  more!  YOUR  VOTE  this  month  will  help  to  determine  the  ultimate  success  or  failure 
of  our  dream.  However,  this  sobering  thought  now  leads  us  to  a  very  valid  question . 

How  Does  My  Vote  Count  In  An  Uncontested  Election?.... 
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THE  SOCIETY  FOR  U  _  S  _  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 
OFFICIAL  ELECTION  TlAT.TrYT- 


(Please  check  ONE  space  for  EACH  office!) 

If  you  wish  to  list  a  write  in  vote  -  PLEASE  PRINT! 


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  ************* 


************************ 


* 

PRESIDENT:  * 

* 

Frank  DuVal  1 _  Abstain _  * 

* 

Write  In  Vote _ _ _  * 

* 

* 

* 


VICE  PRESIDENT: 

Bruce  Amspacher _  Steele  Eunson 

Mike  Fuljenz _  Anthony  Swiatek_ 

Abstain 


*  *  *  *  *  * 


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


* 


*  ******  *  **************** 


* 


SECRETARY:  *  TREASURER: 

* 

Helen  Carmody _  Abstain _  *  Don  Carmody _  Abstain _ 

* 

Write  In  Vote _ _ _  *  Write  In  Vote _ _ 

* 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  **************  *  *  *  ************  * 

* 

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:  *  PROGRAM  CHAIRPERSON: 

* 

Ray  Mercer _  Abstain _  *  Gene  Neel _  Abstain _ 

* 

Write  In  Vote_ _  *  Write  In  Vote _ 

* 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  ********  *  *  ********** 


PUBLICITY  CHAIRPERSON: 

Douglas  Jennings _  Ralph  Langham _ 

Michael  Sullivan _  Abstain _ 

************************************************** 


IMPORTANT  INSTRUCTIONS ! 


Place  this  ballot  in  the  enclosed  "Official  Ballot  Envelope"  for  mailing  or  your  vote  will  be 
VOIDED...  No  Exceptions . .  No  Excuses!  BEFORE  YOU  VOTE  please  read  your  newsletter  for  further 
details  on  the  voting  procedure  and  for  additional  information  on  the  candidates.  Remember,  this  is 
YOUR  organization  and  we  need  good  people  to  run  it!  The  rest  is  up  to  you  and  there  is  no  need  to 
reveal  your  name  or  membership  number  on  this  ballot. 


If  You  Don’t  Cairo  To  Vote  —  You  Don’t  Really  Care  ! 

Help  Your  Society  -  Let  Your  Feelings  Be  Known! 


Auq .  1 , 

This  t>allot  must  Do  postmarked  no  la  tor*  than  1  8  r~> 


By  quickly  perusing  the  official  ballot  sheet,  it  doesn't  take  a  rocket  scientist  to 
ascertain  5  out  of  the  7  positions  display  candidates  who  are  running  unopposed  for  an 
office!  You  may  ask  yourself,  "Why  bother  voting?  They're  only  going  to  win  anyway!"  or 
"I  guess  I'll  vote  for  this  person,  after  all,  he/she  can't  lose!"  or  even,  "What  the 
devil  is  this?  Some  kind  of  Central  American  election!"  Well,  if  one  of  these  questions 
are  bobbing  around  in  your  head,  allow  me  to  reveal  one  very  important  option  at  your 
disposal . 


The  Power  Of  Abstention.... 

Besides  a  space  for  a  "write-in  vote,"  each  uncontested  seat  also  has  a  space  for  you  to 
indicate  that  you  wish  to  "abstain"  from  voting  for  this  office.  Why  would  a  person  want 
to  abstain,  you  may  ask?  The  answer  to  this  question  can  vary:  perhaps  you  don't  feel 
the  person  running  holds  your  best  interests  in  mind,-  or  maybe  you  just  don't  feel 
comfortable  voting  for  someone  you  don't  really  know,  or  in  the  case  of  a  person  running 
for  the  same  position  two  years  in  a  row  -  you  might  wish  to  express  the  feeling  a 
better  job  could  be  done  by  that  individual,  or  you  simply  may  not  be  impressed  by  the 
person's  election  statement!  Frankly,  there  are  just  a  multitude  of  reasons  to  abstain 
and  anyone  of  them  can  be  your  own  personal  choice! 

Take  your  humble  Editor  for  example,  I'm  running  unopposed  for  office!  Except  for  the 
unexpected  intervention  of  an  assassin's  deadly  bullet  or  an  angry  bolt  of  lightening 
blazing  out  from  the  dark  heavens,  odds  should  dictate  my  ultimate  electoral  victory! 

However,  things  are  not  always  as  they  seem!  In  fact,  I  called  up  Blanchard's  toll-free 
Election  Odds  Hot-line  today  and  Mike  Fuljenz.  told  me  I  was  running  behind  in  the  polls! 
Can  you  believe  that!  I'm  running  31%  behind  the  Mexican  One  Onza,  17.8%  behind  old 
issues  of  the  "Greysheet,"  and  3.8%  behind  Jim  Iacovo  (and  he  isn't  even  running)!  The 
only  guy  I'm  ahead  of  is  Gene  Neel's  cousin  (twice  removed)  from  the  Florida  Everglades 
and  I'm  only  ahead  of  him  by  1 . 8% !  It  just  goes  to  show  you,  if  I  hadn't  screwed  up  and 
put  a  "write  in"  space  on  the  ballot,  I'd  probably  be  a  sure  winner  by  now! 

But  all  kidding  aside,  please  believe  me  when  I  tell  you  ALL  the  candidates  are  going  to 
pay  heedful  attention  to  the  number  of  abstentions  cast  for  their  position!  If  it  ends 
up  to  be  10%  or  more  of  the  total  votes  cast,  it  will  be  a  good  indication  that  many  of 
you  are  trying  to  tell  us  something  about  improving  our  powers  of  communication!  In 
turn,  we  will  make  an  EXTRA  SPECIAL  EFFORT  to  find  out  what  these  possible  shortcomings 
are  and  correct  them!  Taking  this  concept  one  step  further,  if  Mr.  Abstain  were  to  win 
any  position,  I  guess  the  minority  party  would  really  have  his  job  cut  out  for  him! 

Quite  frankly,  I  think  I  speak  for  all  the  uncontested  candidates  when  I  urge  you  to 
abstain  if  you  really  want  to!  We  would  rather  see  you  "abstain"  than  not  voice  your 
opinion  at  all!  It  lets  us  know  the  true  mood  of  the  membership  and  alerts  us  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  even  MORE  work  that  needs  to  be  done. 

The  Other  Side  Of  The  Coin... 

This  election  is  also  a  good  chance  for  you  to  reward  some  of  our  members  who  have 
strived  to  make  our  club  the  roaring  success  it  is  today!  We  have  some  fantastic  souls 
who  have  been  breaking  their  backs  for  our  Society  and  they  deserve  your  vote  of 
confidence!  If  you  think  some  people  have  been  doing  a  great  job  or  are  going  to  do  one, 
for  heaven's  sake,  VOTE  FOR  THEM!  It's  one  of  the  best  ways  of  saying  "thank  you"  for  a 
job  well  done! 


In  Fact,  Let's  Shoot  For  A  100%  Voter  Response! 

By  including  a  ballot  sheet  and  stamped  envelope  in  this  newsletter,  we  have  made  it 
VERY  EASY  for  you  to  vote!  ALL  YOU  HAVE  TO  DO  is  check  off  your  desires  and  drop  your 
ballot  in  a  mailbox!  What  could  be  simpler?  Frankly,  it  would  be  very  disheartening  to 
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see  a  low,  voter  turnout  as  there  is  simply  no  reason  for  you  to  abstain  from  voting! 


Now  that  I'm  finished  ranting  and  raving,  and  since  we  need  not  fear  a  military  coup 
(.Anthony  Swiatek  has  promised  to  park  his  tanks  on  the  passive  side  of  the  Potomac  until 
after  the  election),  let  me  quickly  run  through  our  election  process  and  our  sterling 
list  of  candidates. 


Tine  Election  Process 


How  To  Vote . 

Simply  check  off  the  people  you  wish  to  vote  for!  Granted,  although  I  realize  everyone 
is  wonderful  (even  Mr.  Abstain),  please  limit  yourself  to  ONE  candidate  per  office.  If 
you  choose  to  do  so,  please  PRINT  any  or  all  write-in  votes.  However,  YOU  MUST  MAIL 
YOUR  BALLOT  IN  BY  USING  YOUR  "OFFICIAL  BALLOT  ENVELOPE!"  No  exceptions,  no  excuses!  If 
you  fail  to  use  this  envelope,  your  vote  will  be  voided! 

Your  Vote  Is  Secret.... 

There  is  no  need  to  place  your  name  or  membership  number  on  the  ballot,  so  nobody  will 
know  how  you  voted!  You  can  write,  "I  HATE  RAY  MERCER  AND  I  HOPE  HE  CHOKES  TO  DEATH  ON  A 
SPANISH  TRAIL"  135  times  on  your  ballot  sheet  and  I'll  never  know  who  wrote  it!  And 
since  we  are  on  the  subject,  there  is  no  truth  to  the  rumor  Anthony  Swiatek  was  going  to 
break  the  legs  of  all  those  who  didn't  vote  for  him!  To  be  honest,  it  was  Ralph  Langham 
who  hired  a  gang  of  thugs  and  cutthroats  for  post-election  activities,  but  it  doesn't 
matter  now  anyway  as  we  have  made  every  vote  a  private  affair. 

A  Timely  Question:  When  Should  You  Mail  In  Your  Vote? 

A  VERY  IMPORTANT  Answer:  Today! 

If  your  ballot  isn't  postmarked  by  AUGUST  1st,  1985,  I'm  sorry  as  you  and  your 
candidates  are  out  of  luck!  Since  the  votes  must  be  tabulated  way  before  the  Society's 
next  meeting  at  the  ANA  Convention,  please  give  our  "Official  Ballot  Recorder"  a  well 
deserved  break  and  MAIL  EARLY!  It's  a  tough  job  to  count  all  those  returns  and  an  early 
mailing  will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  our  diligent  worker!  Time  is  QUICKLY  running  out, 
so  do  your  voting  today! ! ! ! 


A  Fair  Election.... 

Every  necessary  step  has  been  taken  to  keep  your  vote  a  secret  and  insure  a  fair 
election.  An  unbiased  party  has  been  selected  from  our  collector  ranks  and  Helen  &  Don 
have  RANDOMLY  placed  your  BALLOT  SHEET  &  ENVELOPE  inside  of  this  newsletter.  Our 
Official  Counter  has  no  way  of  knowing  (and  doesn't  care!)  who  you  are!  He  only  knows 
how  many  registered  ballot  envelopes  were  sent  out  along  with  their  numbers  (to  guard 
against  multiple  voting)  and  this  is  why  you  must  use  your  Official  Ballot  Envelope. 

Election  Results.... 

The  COMPLETE  election  results  and  returns  will  be  reported  in  our  next  newsletter.  I'll 
provide  you  with  a  blow  by  blow  description,  complete  with  ALL  the  figures! 

***  Now  For  Tine  Candidates  VoWc 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  candidates  who  have  accepted  their  nominations.  Please 
read  their  ideas  carefully  and  make  your  decision! 
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President 


Frank  DuVall  -  (Collector/Dealer)  -  Unopposed 

If  elected  to  the  office  of  President,  I  will  pursue  the  objectives  for  which  the 
Society  was  created  as  stated  in  the  By-Laws.  In  particular,  I  will  work  to  place 
Commemoratives  in  their  rightful  place  in  the  broad  family  of  numismatics.  This  can  best 
be  accomplished  through  educational  programs  and  through  efforts  to  provide  more 
visibility  to  Commemoratives. 

Continuation  of  the  informative  programs  at  major  shows  and  special  articles  in  our 
COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  for  the  expanding  Commemorative  community  and  for  our  continued 
Society  memberships,  will  provide  a  base  to  reach  out  to  potential  Commemorative 
supporters.  As  more  information  is  provided  by  Society  members  the  clouds  of  confusion 
that  surround  Commemoratives  in  the  past  will  further  dissipate  and  full  appreciation  of 
Commemoratives  will  result. 

I  will  also  work  with  the  other  officers  of  the  Society  and  lead  toward  a  harmonious 
management  of  our  Society. 


Vice  President 

Bruce  Amspacher  -  (Dealer)  -  VP 

For  many  years,  U.S.  Commemorative  coins  were  not  taken  seriously  as  true  investment 
items.  This  attitude  had  negative  results  for  collectors  and  investors  of  the  series. 
Only  in  the  past  few  years,  when  there  has  been  a  barrage  of  accurate  information  about 
the  condition  rarity  of  Commemoratives,  has  the  series  come  into  its  own  without  fears 
of  being  manipulated  up  or  down  in  price  by  promoters.  As  Vice  President  of  the  Society 
for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins,  my  primary  goal  would  be  to  further  the  interest  in  and 
education  about  this  great  series. 

Steele  Eunson  -  (Dealer)  -  VP 

I  am  a  Life  Member  in  ANA,  FUN,  and  CSNS  and  a  Member  in  LNA,  MNA,  ANS,  ARNS,  TNA,  BRNA, 
MSNS,  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins. 

I  am  co-founder  of  Certified  Coins  of  America  dealing  in  ultra  high  grade  U.S. 
Commemoratives,  Dollars,  and  Gold.  As  VP  of  the  Society,  I  will  work  diligently  to 
increase  our  membership,  for  there  is  great  strength  in  numbers.  I  know  that  there  are 
more  than  500  people  out  there  who  have  a  strong  interest  in  U.S.  Commemoratives,  and  we 
must  reach  them.  Silver  Dollars  have  an  annual  convention,  why  can't  we  have  one?  Talk 
about  promoting  interest,  this  would  certainly  be  a  big  boost! 

I  appreciate  your  consideration  and  promise  to  be  diligent  in  my  efforts  if  you  choose 
to  elect  me  Vice-President. 


Mike  Fuljenz  -  (Dealer)  -  VP 

As  Vice  President  this  year,  I  list  as  my  accomplishments  providing  funds  for  Juniors  to 
join  our  society,  giving  programs  on  Commemoratives  at  the  MANA,  GSNA,  and  GNA  coin 
shows,  signing  Elizabeth  Jones  up  as  our  member  number  500,  promoting  the  Society  in  my 
writings,  and  bringing  to  light  much  new  information  on  original  commemorative  holders. 

If  reelected,  I  plan  to  publicize  the  Society  more,  especially  if  elected  to  the  ANA 
Board  of  Governors,  and  lobby  for  new  commemorative  issues. 

As  Director  of  Investment  Services  for  James  U.  Blanchard  &  Co.,  Inc.,  I  have  stressed 
the  potential  to  new  collectors  and  investors  of  commemorative  coins  thereby  bringing 
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countless  new  participants  into  our  fold. 

Hopefully,  all  our  efforts  on  the  Olympic  Program  will  be  viewed  favorably  as  new 
commemorat ives  are  considered. 

Please  help  me  help  us. 


Anthony  Swiatek  -  (Dealer)  -  VP 

elected  to  the  Office  of  Vice  President,  I  plan  to  accomplish  the  following:  (A) 
Continued  education  of  U.S.  Commemorative  coinage;  (B)  Conduct  more  seminars,  using 
informative  slide  show  presentations  thereby  educating  our  members  and  potential  members 
who  are  present;  (C)  Help  increase  club  adult  membership,  as  well  as  junior  membership 
and;  (D)  Do  whatever  I  can  to  keep  our  society  a  respected  "bright  star  in  the 
numismatic  sky." 


Secretary  -  Treasurer 

Helen  Carmody  -  (Dealer)  -  Unopposed  -  Secretary 
Don  Carmody  -  (Dealer)  -  Unopposed  -  Treasurer 

(Editor's  note:  Since  Helen  &  Don  are  used  to  working  as  a  closely  knit  team,  they  have 
submitted  a  joint  list  of  goals  even  though  they  are  running  for  different  offices). 

We  intend  to  continue  to  recruit  new  members  as  actively  as  we  have  done  in  the  past. 
Our  goal  is  to  see  the  total  enrollment  reach  the  1,000  mark  by  August  of  1986! 

We  will  continue  to  encourage  education  on  the  part  of  all  members,  giving  individual 
attention  to  each  collector  --  whether  it  be  through  correspondence  or  in  person. 

We  have  submitted  only  one  article  to  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  but  are  attempting  to 
research  another  article  at  the  present  time.  We  have  encouraged  fellow  members  to 
submit  their  articles  and  have  been  successful  in  this  regard. 

We  will  continue  to  perform  to  the  best  of  our  abilities  in  the  current  positions  we 
presently  hold. 

In  short,  we  plan  no  major  changes  in  either  our  aspirations  or  performances:  To  see 
that  the  Society  as  a  whole  continues  to  grow  and  to  do  our  best  to  foster  its 
development  as  an  EDUCATIONAL  organization. 

Newsletter  Editor 

Ray  Mercer  -  (Dealer  in  Coins  &  Apprentice  Ventriloquist)  -  Unopposed 

Since  this  Society  office  is  a  "new"  offshoot  of  the  Publicity  Chairperson's  seat,  I 
think  the  best  way  for  me  to  make  an  election  statement  is  to  define  EXACTLY  what  I  feel 
this  job  entails.  The  way  I  see  it,  the  job  of  Society  "Editor"  is  to  produce  a 
quarterly  publication  that  generously  expresses  the  desires,  hopes,  joys,  opinions, 
ideas,  insights,  and  humor  of  a  very  diverse  group  of  distinct  individuals  who  have  been 
mystically  drawn  together  by  $12.50  a  year  to  collectively  appreciate  the  subject  of 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coins. 

While  gathering,  studying,  and  arranging  our  membership's  diversified  collection  of 
thoughts  on  a  quarterly  basis,  it  is  the  Editor's  responsibility  to  insure  that  the  end 
result  of  this  convoluted  process  is  a  newsletter  that  is  educational,  fun,  informative, 
unbiased,  free  of  investment/commercial  "hype,"  and  worthy  of  the  reader's  valuable 
time.  It  is  also  the  Editor's  job  to  constantly  harass  the  membership  (officers 
included!)  for  their  written  opinions,  wisdom,  and  knowledge  so  that  we  may  all  enjoy  a 
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constant  exchange  of  new  ideas.  The  Editor  must  not  fall  into  the  trap  of  promoting  any 
one  individual  s  vanity,  yet  at  the  same  time  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  and  feelings  of 
everyone.  And  perhaps  most  importantly  of  all,  the  Editor  must  turn  out  a  newsletter 
that  is  worthy  of  all  our  pride.  The  sort  of  fun  publication  that  makes  a  real 
numismatist  want  to  say  out  loud,  "Hey,  take  a  look  at  this  newsletter!  I  BELONG  to  that 
club!" 

Frankly,  whether  or  not  I  am  fit  for  this  position  is  up  to  YOU,  the  voter,  to  decide!  I 
can  only  promise  you  that  I  will  try  my  best  and  I'll  look  upon  every  vote  I  receive  as 
a  touching  symbol  of  your  faith  in  my  ability  to  get  the  job  done. 

Program  Chairperson 

Gene  Neel  -  (Dealer)  -  Unopposed 

I  desire  the  office  of  Program  Chairperson  as  I  feel  this  position  would  provide  me  with 
more  of  an  opportunity  to  promote  the  educational  aspects  of  our  club.  As  an  active, 
professional  dealer,  I  attend  virtually  every  major  show  held  each  year  and  I  am 
personally  familiar  with  almost  every  promoter/club  representative  responsible  for 
running  each  one  of  these  events.  This  advantage  enables  me  to  easily  setup  and 
coordinate  our  club's  meetings  and  activities  on  a  national  basis. 

As  Program  Chairperson,  I  will  strive  to  improve  the  overall  quality  of  our  meetings  and 
work  with  our  other  officers  to  bring  informative  and  fun  presentations  to  as  many 
geographical  areas  as  we  can.  The  more  members  who  attend  our  meetings,  the  closer  knit 
our  organization  will  become.  Through  careful  planning,  I  hope  to  make  our  meetings  a 
series  of  showcase  events  that  will  not  only  be  beneficial  to  the  membership,  but  ones 
that  will  also  attract  many  new  members. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  please  consider  voting  for  me. 

Publicity  Chairperson 

Douglas  Jennings  -  (Collector)  -  Publicity  Chairperson 

(Editor's  note:  Due  to  its  two  page  length,  I  was  forced  to  reluctantly  edit  and  reduce 
Doug's  election  statement.  I  apologize  to  all  concerned  as  his  was  the  only  letter  I  was 
forced  to  trim  down.  I  now  present  you  with  his  statement....) 

Ideas!  That's  what  the  society  needs  and  I've  got  plenty  of  ideas  to  promote  the 
Society.  I  also  have  enough  ambition  to  get  it  done.  My  name  is  Doug  Jennings. 

First  of  all,  the  Society  does  not  keep  a  high  enough  profile.  That's  a  drawback  to  a 
national  organization.  We  need  to  make  small  enough  subdivisions  in  the  Society  so  that 
we  can  meet  with  collectors  more  than  once  or  twice  a  year  at  ANA  conventions.  Using  the 
membership  list,  a  number  of  centralized  meeting  areas  could  be  decided  and  set  up  for 
quarterly  or  monthly  meetings. 

We  have  to  have  the  numismatic  press  aware  of  our  Society.  Reminders  of  upcoming 
meetings,  club  news,  membership  renewals,  how  to  join  &  dues,  and  advantages  of 
membership  should  be  sent  to  COIN  WORLD,  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  COINage,  COINS,  THE 
NUMISMATIST  and  any  other  regional  organizations'  newsletters.  As  editor  of  our  local 
club  newsletter  and  an  active  member  of  many  numismatic  organizations,  I  have  found  all 
of  the  above  more  than  willing  to  publish  any  article  or  news  I  sent  them.  We  might  try 
placing  membership  applications  in  every  coin  publication  that  will  accept  them  on  a 
rotating  basis. 

We  should  lower  the  junior  dues  to  as  low  as  possible.  We  could  supply  membership 
applications  to  any  publishers  of  commemorative  books  and  ask  them  to  insert  them  into 
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their  publications.  I  think  we  should  encourage  the  government  to  advertise  for  future 
commemorat ive  coin  sales  as  much  as  they  do  stamps. 

I've  shown  you  some  of  my  ideas.  You  may  not  agree  with  any  of  them,  and  that's  your 
prerogative,  but  if  you've  got  any  suggestions  to  help  the  Society,  please  share  them 
with  whomever  is  elected  Publicity  Chairperson.  Thank  you. 

Ralph  Langham  -  (Dealer)  -  Publicity  Chairperson 

The  position  of  Publicity  Chairperson  in  any  major  organization  is  not  only  a  challenge, 
but  dedicated,  serious  work  that  must  be  coordinated  with  all  of  the  other  officers  in 
the  organization.  The  publicity  for  our  Society  must  contain  the  following  ingredients: 
dignity  and  taste;  national,  regional,  and  local  interest;  appeal  to  the  experienced  AND 
inexperienced  numismatist;  and  the  joy  of  COLLECTING  Commemorat ives .  Our  publicity 
should  be  an  active  vehicle  to  increase  our  membership,  yet  always  stay  within  our 
budget . 

Simply  put,  the  job  of  Publicity  Chairperson  is  a  WORKING  position.  This  person  must 
have  knowledge  of  both  the  business  world  and  the  world  of  numismatics.  He/she  must  know 
the  "in's  and  out's"  of  publicity  (i.e.  how  to  use  "publicity  announcements"  rather  than 
just  merely  relying  upon  "paid"  ads).  And  perhaps  most  of  all,  this  chairperson  must  be 
available  to  the  other  officers  of  our  organization  and  know  what  they  and  our  club 
wants  for  publicity. 

Currently,  I  believe  that  I  am  uniquely  qualified  for  this  position  in  that  I  am  within 
driving  distance  of  Ray  Mercer,  Jim  Iacovo,  Anthony  Swiatek,  and  Gene  Neel.  I  have  a 
good  working  knowledge  of  business  through  my  job  with  IBM  and  intend  to  use  an  IBM-PC 
for  all  publicity  work.  In  the  numismatic  world,  I  am  a  Life  Member  and  District 
Representative  of  the  ANA  and  a  Society  Charter  Member.  If  elected,  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  all  of  you  to  advance  the  fun  and  knowledge  of  commemorative  collecting. 

Michael  J.  Sullivan  -  (Collector)  -  Publicity  Chairperson 

If  elected  to  the  office  of  publicity  chairperson  for  1985-86,  I  would  work  to 
accomplish  at  least  two  goals.  My  first  goal  would  be  to  make  as  many  people  aware  of 
the  Society's  meetings,  publications,  and  its  role  in  the  numismatic  community.  In  order 
to  reach  as  many  collectors  as  possible  I  would  solicit  the  usual  publications  (COIN 
WORLD,  THE  NUMISMATIST,  etc.)  and  numismatic  columnists  that  appear  in  daily  papers  such 
as  the  NEW  YORK  TIMES  to  publish  listings  of  our  planned  events. 

My  second  goal  is  to  raise  the  total  membership  to  750  members.  Having  recently 
surpassed  the  500  member  mark,  I  think  an  aggressive  awareness  program  (goal  1)  would 
increase  our  membership  to  750  (goal  2).  I  look  forward  to  being  an  officer  in  the 
Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins. 

■>*< Vc  Now  I  ti  *  s  Time  For  Q1xj.1i>  News  I 


Eureka!  Your  Editor  has  got  an  entire  ore  bucket  of  interesting  club  news  for  you  to 
sift  through  this  issue  and  since  we  have  just  hit  pay  dirt  on  this  important  subject,  I 
would  like  to  encourage  the  total  membership  to  feel  free  to  post  along  any  information 
you  would  like  to  see  printed  in  this  department!  Of  course,  it  should  be  of  interest  to 
the  Society  at  large  and  mailed  directly  to  Society  HQ!  Please  designate  your 
information  as  "Club  News."  Now  let's  take  a  look  at  our  first  topic... 

Next  Society  Meeting:  Baltimore  -  ANA! 

Time:  9:00  AM  -  Date:  Saturday,  August  24th  -  Place:  Room  311! 

Whatever  you  do,  try  not  to  miss  what  promises  to  be  a  fun  and  educational  event!  Not 
only  will  you  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  a  whole  flock  of  devout  Society  members,  but 
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this  timely  happening  also  threatens  to  be  an  unusual  one!  Due  to  certain  circumstances 
beyond  my  control,  I  now  feel  it  is  my  solemn  duty  to  warn  you  this  meeting  may  be 
hazardous  to  your  mental  health!  For  some  odd  reason,  your  somewhat  weird  Editor  has 
been  foolishly  selected  as  the  official  guest  speaker! 

My  earth  shaking  talk,  "How  To  Look  At  A  Coin,"  will  be  unmercifully  field  tested  on  all 
those  in  reluctant  attendance  and  will  include  such  snappy  sub-topics  as;  "You  And  Your 
Focal  Point,"  "Die  Abrasion  -  A  Hard  Fact  Of  Life,  Or  Just  Another  Likely  Story?," 
"Detracting  Marks  For  All  Ages,"  "Luster  Junkie  -  the  Jim  Iacovo  Story,"  "Eye  Appeal  Is 
In  The  Eye  Of  The  Holder,  Brilliant  or  Toned  -  The  Constant  Struggle  Between  The 
Forces  of  Light  and  Darkness,"  and  the  ever  popular,  long  running  hit,  "In  Search  of 
Strike  -  The  Space  Odyssey  Continues!" 

If  that  wasn't  enough,  our  generous  gentleman  from  Alabama,  Frank  DuVal 1,  has  kindly 
offered  to  provide  me  with  a  series  of  coin  slides  as  a  visual  aid  to  my  presentation! 
Add  these  photographic  delicacies  to  my  own  battery  of  cinematic  delights,  and  this 
meeting  looms  high  on  the  horizon  as  one  you  won't  want  to  miss!  Of  course,  the 
incomparable  Anthony  Swiatek  will  also  be  on  hand  to  add  to  the  verbal  festivities!  My 
only  request  is  you  do  not  invite  any  British  soccer  fans  or  bring  along  your  over-ripe 
vegetables . 


Society  Meeting  at  Garden  State  Show  a  Success!... 

Speaking  of  our  fearless  leader,  Anthony  Swiatek,  he  recently  hosted  another  outstanding 
Society  Meeting  at  the  Garden  State  Numismatic  Assoc.  Show  in  Cherry  Hill,  NJ.  An 
informative  talk  was  presented  to  our  loyal  members  in  attendance  and  it  turned  out  to 
be  an  educational  hit!  Frankly,  it  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  the  number  of  programs 
Anthony  gives  for  our  Society  each  year!  Thank  you,  mein  general!  We  owe  you  for  yet 
ANOTHER  job  well  done! 

Don't  Forget  You  Have  A  Membership  Number!.... 

During  one  of  my  many  fun  and  informative  chats  with  Helen  &  Don  (this  is  getting  to  be 
such  a  habit  I  am  expecting  a  "thank  you"  note  from  the  phone  company  any  day  now!),  our 
thoughtful  Secretary  asked  me  to  remind  you  to  include  your  membership  number  along  with 
ANY  correspondence.  Not  only  does  this  help  things  run  a  little  bit  more  smoothly  at  the 
office,  but  it's  also  nice  to  be  able  to  publish  a  person's  membership  number  along  with 
his/hers  thoughts  in  this  newsletter. 

Food  For  Thought.... 

A  VERY  BIG  "THANK  YOU"  is  enthusiastically  due  to  D.  CHRIS  ROBERTSON  ("Chris"  to  all  his 
Society  friends)  and  LONNIE  &  ROGER  CAZIN  for  their  heartfelt  kindness  towards  our  club! 
They  have  generously  offered  to  host  a  buffet  luncheon  for  all  Society  members  who  will 
be  attending  the  ANA  Mid-Winter  Convention  at  Salt  Lake  City  in  February  of  1986.  This 
congenial  event  will  be  catered  in  a  meeting  room  in  the  Westin  Hotel,  the  Convention 
headquarters.  Frankly,  it's  magnanimous  and  responsive  gestures  like  this  that  make  me 
proud  to  be  a  member  of  our  Society  and  I  can  assure  you  your  Editor  will  be  in  bloated 
attendance  with  fork  &  knife  in  hand!  Thanks  for  your  kindness,  gang!  It  is  VERY 
thoughtful  of  you!  I  will  provide  everyone  with  more  details  on  this  magnificent 
luncheon  in  a  following  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL. 

A  Big  Tip-Of -The-Hat  To . 

TERESA  DARLING  and  SAMUEL  L.  LOPRESTO  for  providing  our  Society  with  much  needed 
publicity  in  conjunction  with  their  amazingly  popular  show,  THE  LONG  BEACH  NUMISMATIC  & 
PHILATELIC  EXPO,  INC.  Although  Helen  &  Don  have  included  a  timely  letter  expressing  all 
of  our  thanks  in  this  issue's  "Letters  To  The  Editor  Department,"  I  just  wanted  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  extend  my  personal  congratulations  for  another  thoughtful  job  well 
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done ! 


I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  people  at  the  "Long  Beach  Expo"  for  the  special, 
membership  enrollment  sign  they  had  made  up  for  us!  However,  they  are  not  our  only  sign 
makers  as  HOWDY  HERTZ  of  the  HARVEY'S  TAHOE  INN-VITATIONAL  was  also  kind  enough  to 
provide  us  with  one  too! 

MORE  SPECIAL  THANKS  are  due  to  VIRGINIA  M.  HALL  of  the  California  State  Numismatic 
Association!  Virginia  is  the  Editor  of  their  quarterly  publication,  CALCOIN  NEWS,  and 
she  was  kind  enough  to  pen  an  expansive  article  on  our  Society  in  their  Winter  -  1985 
edition.  EDNA  SCHMIDT,  editor  of  the  LONG  BEACH  COIN  CLUB  NEWSLETTER,  also  deserves  our 
hearty  thanks  for  her  favorable  literary  mention  in  their  June  5th,  1985  publication.  If 
you  have  any  questions  about  joining  any  of  these  first-class  organizations ,  please  feel 
free  to  zip  an  inquiry  off  to  Society  HQ  and  Helen  Carmody  will  be  happy  to  help  you 
out!  Just  like  the  King's  musketeers,  we're  all  for  one  and  one  for  all! 

We  Are  Now  An  Official  Patron... 

I  would  feel  that  I  was  being  neglectful  in  my  duty  if  I  didn't  inform  you  our  Society 
has  become  an  "official  club  patron"  of  the  ANA  94th  Anniversary  Convention!  If  this 
wasn't  sufficiently  good  news,  let  me  go  on  to  enlighten  you  that  we  have  just  joined 
the  "1891  Club"  also  being  sponsored  by  the  ANA!  Who  can  say  what  the  future  will  bring? 
After  all,  the  next  Olympic  Games  are  not  that  far  away! 

FLASH  -  Frank  Annunzio  Is  Now  Honorary  Member  #1! 

Since  Mr.  Annunzio  has  diligently  worked  for  our  hobby  and  for  the  minting  of  new 
Commemoratives ,  we  have  shown  our  appreciation  for  his  positive  political  actions 
towards  numismatics  by  making  him  our  first  Honorary  Member!  I'm  sure  you  are  all  with 
me  when  I  say,  "Thank  You  Frank,  you're  a  heck  of  a  guy!" 

Your  Money  At  Work . 

Just  so  you  don't  think  all  the  officers  took  your  generous  donations  and  blew  it  on  a 
two  week  vacation  in  Rio,  I  would  now  like  to  take  a  moment  of  your  time  to  reveal  how 
we  are  spending  your  money!  We  have  been  able  to  greatly  expand  this  newsletter  AND 
financially  handle  the  resulting  HEAVY  increase  in  printing  &  postage  costs!  Please  also 
note  we  have  finally  been  able  to  spring  for  pre-printed  mailing  envelopes  (it's  about 
time  we  gave  Helen  &  Don  a  break  in  this  department!)  and  a  pre-printed  SASE  to  go  along 
with  every  election  ballot!  Besides  these  great  additions  to  our  club's  financial 
environment,  we  have  even  more  surprises  in  the  works!  However,  we  should  never  forget 
the  people  who  have  helped  to  make  these  improvements  possible. . . . 

The  "Call  To  Glory"  Honor  Roll!... 

Helen  Sc  Don  have  provided  me  with  a  list  of  members  who  have  sent  in  cash  contributions 
to  our  Society.  Although  the  dollar  amounts  may  differ  from  person  to  person,  the 
feelings  behind  each  one  of  these  generous  actions  all  add  up  to  a  million  bucks  a 
piece!  People,  thank  you  for  your  kindness!!!  If  I  have  missed  ANYONE,  I'm  truly  sorry! 
You  will  be  included  in  the  next  newsletter,  I  promise!  If  anyone  would  care  to  add  to 
these  generous  contributions,  just  make  a  check  for  ANY  amount  out  to:  "The  Society  For 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coins"  and  post  it  along  to  Society  HQ.  As  always,  it  will  be  greatly 
appreciated  and  well  spent!!!  Cast  your  "bread"  upon  the  waters! 

A  VERY  SPECIAL  THANKS  TO:  Tommy  Acker,  Dick  Armstrong,  Robert  M.  Ball,  Donald  Z.  Blau, 
L.H.  Burkholder,  Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  Robert  E.  Colby,  Dan  Drykerman,  Douglas  Eagan, 
Charles  Forno,  Mike  Fuljenz,  James  Hayes,  Joseph  J.  Hock,  Jim  Iacovo,  Earl  K.  Johnson, 
Frank  M.  Johnson,  Lyndon  King,  Jr.,  Herbert  M.  Lawson,  Dave  H.  Martin,  Ray  Mercer, 
Walter  Milani,  Robert  S.  Pastorius,  Dale  Rever,  Louis  M.  Ricciardi,  John  H.  Rogers,  Phil 
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Rosso,  Phil  Roth,  Anthony  Swiatek,  Craig  Watanabe,  and  John  A.  Wenta! 

The  Society's  "100  Club" . 

This  "club"  within  our  club  receives  no  special  newsletter,  meetings,  or  other 
accommodations.  It  has  no  officers  or  membership  card.  What  is  it,  you  may  ask?  Well, 
it's  really  a  term  I  have  made  up  to  represent  the  people  who  had  additional  funds  and 
decided  to  donate  an  extra  $100  (or  more!)  to  our  Society.  Frankly,  I  think  it's  only 
right  they  receive  a  little  extra  recognition  for  their  timely  help!  For  1984  -  1985 
they  are:  Dick  Armstrong,  Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Jim  Iacovo,  Lyndon  King, 
Jr.,  Herbert  Lawson,  Ray  Mercer  (thank  God  my  check  cleared!),  and  Anthony  Swiatek. 

Let's  Show  Helen  &  Don  Our  Appreciation!.... 

Even  though  writing  checks  is  not  one  of  my  favorite  pastimes,  our  Treasurer,  Don 
Carmody,  has  informed  me  that  it  is  almost  time  to  start  our  yearly  collection  of  dues 
again!  Hence,  a  request  for  your  $12.50  ($5  for  Juniors)  August,  1985  to  August,  1986 
will  be  required  shortly  after  you  receive  this  newsletter! 

However,  I  would  like  to  encourage  our  ENTIRE  membership  to  give  Helen  &  Don  a  much 
needed  break  from  their  usual  MOUNTAIN  OF  PAPERWORK  and  send  out  a  check  for  $12.50 
BEFORE  THEY  ARE  FORCED  TO  CONTACT  YOU!  They  know  nothing  about  this  idea  of  mine,  so 
let's  all  surprise  them  with  our  eager  response! 

Make  your  check  out  to,  "Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins"  and  mail  it  DIRECTLY  to: 
Don  Carmody,  Treasurer/  P.0.  Box  302/  Huntington  Beach,  CA/  92648!  This  will  save  them 
the  TEDIOUS  JOB  of  copying  a  dues  request  and  INSERTING  IT  BY  HAND  INTO  EVERY 
NEWSLETTER!  While  you  are  at  it,  if  you  would  like  to  make  a  donation,  please  do  so  at 
this  time. 

To  show  that  I'm  not  just  talking  through  my  hat,  your  Editor  has  started  the  ball 
rolling  by  sending  off  two  checks,  $12.50  dues  -  $100  donation.  Thanks  for  your  help  and 
I'll  let  you  know  how  we  responded  in  our  next  newsletter! 

Because  our  Society  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds  (we  are  collecting  more  dues  than 
ever!)  AND  with  the  generosity  of  ALL  our  contributors,  we  have  been  able  to  greatly 
expand  this  newsletter  AND  start  actively  advertising  our  club!  Which  leads  us  to . 

Our  First  Paid  Advertisement  In  THE  COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER! 

That's  right  folks,  a  FULL  PAGE  Society  ad  will  appear  in  the  August  9th  issue  of  the 
COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER  and  boldly  represents  our  first  major  move  geared  towards 
attracting  new  members  on  a  LARGE  SCALE  basis!  I'm  currently  working  with  our  skillful 
Publicity  Chairperson,  Ralph  Langham,  to  produce  one  blockbuster  of  an  ad!  Let's  all 
keep  our  fingers  crossed  and  hope  for  a  well  deserved  response!  The  hopefully  glowing 
results  of  this  new  project  will  be  reported  in  the  next  newsletter! 

Adult  Membership  Now  Totals  566!  -  Junior  Membership  14! 

We  are  on  the  brink  of  bursting  through  the  600  level!  However,  this  grand 
accomplishment  could  have  never  been  gained  without  the  help  of  some  dedicated  people 
who  went  out  of  their  way  to  entice  new  members  into  our  ranks.  As  I  promised  in  the 
last  newsletter,  I  am  going  to  list  our  top  recruiters  TO  DATE.  Future  references  will 
be  based  upon  a  month  to  month  basis.  Due  to  the  way  our  previous  application  form  was 
setup,  I  am  sure  we  missed  listing  some  of  our  loyal  recruiters  or  the  correct  figures, 
but  in  the  future,  we  will  ask  all  new  members  who  convinced  them  to  sign  up!  So  without 
any  further  ramblings,  here  they  are... 

FIFTEEN  OR  MORE:  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  (Frankly,  the  category  of  "15  or  more”  doesn't 


Page 


11 


really  do  justice  to  Helen  &  Don  as  I  know  for  a  fact  they  have  signed  up  a  MINIMUM  OF 
215  people!!!),  Frank  DuVall  (a  rough  guess  of  50,  but  probably  more!),  Anthony  Swiatek 
(15+,  includes  7  YN's),  and  Ray  Mercer  (20,  a  true  miracle  when  you  stop  to  consider  the 
salesman) . 

TWO  TO  FIFTEEN:  Bill  Brown,  Eric  Carlson,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Ben  &  Harriet  Goodsell,  Brian 
Hendelson,  Jim  Iacovo,  Gene  Neel,  and  David  Niemeyer. 

ONE  OR  MORE:  Gerald  A.  Blum,  Gary  Burton,  Lonnie  Cazin,  Jerry  Chuman,  Mike  De  Falco,  Dan 
Drykerman,  Gerald  Gosselin,  Ray  Hastey,  Charles  Horning,  Ralph  Langham,  Tom  Lenk,  Ed 
Sims,  Bill  Shamhart,  David  M.  Snider,  Mike  Standish,  and  Martin  Zevin. 

ALSO  A  VERY  SPECIAL  THANKS  to  Jim  Iacovo,  Anthony  Swiatek,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Steele  Eunson  - 
Wayne  Hummel,  Gene  Neel,  and  Louis  &  Harriet  Goodsell  WHO  PRINTED  COMPLETE  DETAILS  on 
how  to  join  our  club  in  their  special  mailings,  or  in  the  case  of  commercial  newsletter 
editors,  their  normal  publications!  If  I  have  innocently  missed  anyone  in  this  category, 
please  let  me  know  and  I  will  be  sure  to  mention  you  in  the  next  issue! 

Welcome  new  members:  #548  -  Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 
and  #501  -  RUTHANN  BRETTELL 

Needless  to  say,  Dave  Bowers  (ANA  President  among  a  long  list  of  other  accomplishments) 
needs  no  lengthy  introduction,  but  for  those  of  you  who  may  be  not  be  familiar  with  the 
charming/hard  working  Ruthann,  she  is  Comptroller/Assistant  to  the  Executive  VP  of  the 
ANA.  I  am  sure  you  will  all  join  me  in  welcoming  these  distinguished  people  aboard! 

Why  Not  Sign  Up  A  New  Member  Today?.... 

We  have  included  an  exciting,  new  application  form  designed  by  your  assiduous  Publicity 
Chairperson,  RALPH  LANGHAM,  with  this  issue  of  the  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  in  the  hopes  you 
will  be  able  to  sign  up  AT  LEAST  ONE  new  member!  Ralph  has  also  thoughtfully  included  a 
space  to  denote  the  new  member's  sponsor  and  I  will  report  our  overall  success  in  the 
next  issue  of  this  publication!  However,  we  still  owe  A  BIG  THANK  YOU  to  JIM  DAVIS  &  PAT 
DAVIS  for  the  unexpected  and  generous  GIFT  of  900  (that's  right,  count  them,  900!) 
application  forms  bearing  their  own  design! 

This  is  really  an  interesting  turn  of  events  as  at  the  same  time  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 
received  Jim's  welcomed  surprise,  I  received  another  package  containing  Ralph  Langham' s 
form!  What  to  do?  Well,  your  officers  put  our  collective  heads  together  and  conjured  up 
a  practical  idea.  Since  I  already  had  possession  of  Ralph's  applications  on  the  East 
Coast,  we  decided  to  include  his  format  in  this  newsletter.  Since  Helen  &  Don  already 
had  possession  of  the  Davis  form  on  the  West  Coast,  we  decided  to  use  these  to  recruit 
new  members  at  the  various  major  shows,  including  this  year's  ANA!  Thank  you  people!  Our 
forms  runneth  over  and  I'm  sure  we'll  get  a  load  of  new  members  as  a  result  of  your 
gallant  actions! 


Graphically  Speaking.... 

A  big  "thank  you"  is  also  due  to  my  charming  wife,  JAN  MERCER,  for  her  consistent  help 
with  our  Society's  graphics!  Just  to  mention  a  few  of  her  endeavors,  her  work  includes 
the  organizing  of  the  mechanical  reproductions  of  all  the  illustrations  you  see  in  this 
publication,  the  setting  up  of  our  CDN  ad,  performing  countless  other  tedious  tasks  for 
this  newsletter,  and  having  to  put  up  with  her  husband/Editor  in  the  process!  Thank  you 
Jan!  You're  doing  a  heck  of  a  job! 

"Best"  And  "Worst"  Commemorative  Results . 

Wow!  You  people  really  know  how  to  answer  a  poll!  Since  I  don't  want  to  keep  you  on  the 
edge  of  your  seats  any  longer  than  I  have  to,  I  will  now  unleash  the  Voice  of  the 
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People!  May  I  have  a  drum  roll  and  hand  me  the  first  envelope,  please!  For  the. . 

Best  Silver  Design  -  The  Oregon  Trail! 

This  enchanting  symbol  of  true  Americana  easily  swept  the  polls  as  a  4  to  1  winner  over 
the  second  most  favored  design,  the  Pan-Pac  Half!  However,  a  hardy  list  of  runner-ups 
also  included  the  Alabama,  Bay  Bridge,  Cincinnati,  Lincoln,  New  Rochelle,  Stone 
Mountain,  Texas,  and  many  more!  Next  envelope,  please!  The.... 

Best  Gold  Design  -  Pan-Pac  $50  Slug  (Octagonal)! 

It's  amazing  what  eight  sides  will  do  for  a  coin  as  this  famous  rarity  blasted  out  the 
Pan-Pac  Round  by  a  2  to  1  margin!  Now  for  the  visual  shortcomings  of  the  series... 

Worst  Silver  Design  -  Washington-Carver ! 

This  somewhat  less  than  rousing  piece  of  numismatic  artwork  slaughtered  its  closest 
opponent  (Norfolk!)  by  an  easy  6  to  1  victory  to  lumber  forth  and  capture  our  Numismatic 
Visual  Turkey  Award!  Oh  well,  I  guess  nobody's  perfect,  which  leads  us  to... 

Worst  Gold  Design  -  Lewis  &  Clark  Dollar! 

The  somewhat  mindless  expressions  of  Lewis  &  Clark  toppled  their  closest  competitor  (the 
stone  faced  1916/1917  McKinley)  by  a  strong  2  to  1  margin! 

Well,  folks,  there  you  have  it!... 

t. 

This  concludes  the  list  of  this  year's  winners/losers  and  I  hope  to  run  this  poll  again 
next  year  just  to  see  if  our  tastes  have  changed!  Actually,  some  coins  even  got  votes 
for  BOTH  categories!  Take  the  Norfolk  for  example,  some  people  dispassionately  looked 
upon  its  busy  design  as  one  of  the  "worst,"  while  others  fondly  regarded  it  as  one  of 
the  "best!"  Regardless  of  how  you  look  at  it,  the  key  to  this  project,  as  with  ALL  of 
our  club's  fun  activities,  is  YOUR  PERSONAL  participation!  Don't  be  a  stick  in  the  mud, 
give  us  your  opinions  AND  HAVE  A  FUN  TIME!!!! 

New  Departments  Added  To  Your  Newsletter.... 

This  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  features  yet  another  sparkling  innovation! 
Contained  within  these  hallowed  pages  are  two,  new,  officer  penned  columns  which  will 
become  a  STEADY  FEATURE  of  this  newsletter!  They  are  "The  Presidential  Department"  and 
"The  Publicity  Board  Room."  Our  fearless  leader,  Anthony  Swiatek,  and  our  hotshot 
Publicity  Chairperson,  Ralph  Langham,  have  created  these  departments  so  that  all  future 
officers  may  skillfully  report  their  findings  to  our  entire  membership! 

As  Editor,  I  not  only  appreciate  their  admirable  gesture,  but  believe  this  concept  will 
prove  to  be  one  of  our  most  popular  features!  It  lets  everyone  know  what's  going  on  with 
their  ELECTED  officials  and  keeps  a  steady  flow  of  communication  open  within  the 
membership.  In  fact,  your  Editor  relishes  this  idea  so  much,  he  is  now  going  to  suggest 
our  next  President,  Vice  President,  Program  Chairperson,  and  Publicity  Chairperson 
contribute  a  column  in  EVERY  future  newsletter!  Taking  my  ponder ings  even  one  step 
further,  I  am  going  to  request  these  literary  departments  be  voted  in  as  a  permanent 
REQUIREMENT  of  office  at  our  next  annual  meeting  in  Baltimore! 

You  may  ask,  "What  about  our  Secretary  &  Treasurer,  why  aren't  they  included  in  this 
witch  hunt?  Are  their  veins  being  primed  by  royal  blood?"  Well,  if  this  is  your 
question,  let  me  calm  your  undue  concern.  Your  Secretary  and  Treasurer  should  be  exempt 
from  this  literary  duty  as  virtually  ALL  of  the  information  listed  under  "Club  News" 
comes  out  of  their  office!  Believe  it  or  not,  almost  every  week  I  receive  a  hefty  packet 
from  the  inexhaustible  Helen  &  Don  containing  a  skillful  update  on  our  Society  and  these 
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narratives  provide  me  with  the  essential  data  I  need  to  write  our  "Club  News." 

However,  1  truly  believe  all  of  our  other  officers  will  agree  with  me  about  opening  up 
their  own  literary  departments.  Our  organization  has  now  grown  to  the  point  that  their 
concern  is  sorely  needed  in  the  form  of  a  WRITTEN  feature  within  the  pages  of  our 
national  newsletter! 


A  Request  For  A  Society  "Reference" . 

Just  after  I  put  the  March  issue  of  this  newsletter  to  bed,  I  received  a  very 
interesting  and  extensive  letter  from  LEO  NADRODSKY,  Society  Member  #313.  Leo,  who  hails 
from  the  sunny  state  of  California,  was  considerate  enough  to  post  me  a  detailed  outline 
containing  his  ideas  on  the  necessity  of  printing  a  Society  "pocket  book  guide."  He 
suggested  this  publication  might  feature  pictures  of  each  type  and  include  information 
on  strike,  market  prices,  counterfeits,  itemized  grading,  die  varieties,  and  a  multitude 
of  other  significant  data.  He  also  suggested  a  format  that  would  allow  a  possible 
quarterly  update  and  went  on  to  encourage  us  to  utilize  a  group  effort  to  achieve  its 
literary  construction.  Leo  was  also  kind  enough  to  provide  us  with  some  printing  and 
publishing  ideas  of  a  mechanical  nature. 

Although  I  was  very  impressed  with  Leo's  vision  and  his  generous  offer  to  help  work  on 
this  project,  I  personally  felt  it  contained  too  many  administrative  and  technical 
problems  for  our  young  Society  to  handle.  However,  I  still  respected  his  idea  on  this 
subject  so  much,  that  I  photocopied  his  outline  and  posted  it  along  to  everyone  of  our 
officers  for  their  opinion. 

Although  Anthony  voices  our  collective  response  in  this  issue's  Presidential  Department, 
I  would  like  to  take  this  time  to  personally  thank  Mr.  Nadrodsky  for  his  outstanding 
efforts.  His  actions  show  true  interest,  enthusiasm,  and  concern  for  our  club! 


To  The  Editor 


Gadzooks!  If  this  volume  of  mail  keeps  up,  I  am  going  to  be  forced  to  tip  the  mailman! 
Fortunately,  I  can  well  afford  it  (my  food  stamps  came  in  this  week),  so  keep  those 
cards  and  letters  coming!  Due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  blossomed  into  a  strong,  NATIONAL 
organization,  the  "Letters  To  The  Editor  Department"  has  become  our  vital  link  of 
communication  between  the  membership  at  large! 

With  this  in  mind,  why  not  write  me  a  letter  today?  It  only  cost  you  the  price  of  a 
stamp  as  free  stationary  is  available  at  most  major  hotels!  Just  mosey  on  in  and  tell 
them  Anthony  Swiatek  sent  you!  If  they  still  give  you  a  hard  time,  pull  out  the  big  guns 
and  tell  them  if  they  don't  come  across,  during  the  next  coin  show,  Ray  Mercer,  Gene 
Neel,  and  Ralph  Langham  will  never  darken  the  door  to  their  lobby  bar  again!  In  fact, 
they'll  probably  be  so  alarmed  about  the  possible  financial  repercussions  involved,  they 
might  even  offer  you  a  free  room  complete  with  a  complimentary  dinner  along  with  your 
stationery ! 

After  that  little  jest,  we  certainly  need  a  break,  so  here  is  our  first  letter... 

More  Information  Needed!.... 

I  deal  a  lot  with  circulated  commemoratives  and  I  just  realized  the  other  day  that  there 
is  not  a  standard  grading  guide  in  any  of  the  common  books.  I  guess  that  we  have  felt 
that  only  MS-65  coins  are  the  only  points  of  interest.  However,  I  find  that  there  is 
interest  in  the  lower  priced,  lower  graded  pieces.  I  discovered  this  fact  when  I  went 
to  find  the  difference  between  a  VF  and  an  XF,  the  only  reference  I  found  was  a 
description  of  the  points  of  wear.  As  the  prices  continue  to  escalate,  the  lower  grades 
become  more  collectable  to  the  beginning  and/or  less  privileged  collectors. 
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I  would  also  like  to  thank  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  for  their  dedication  to  the  Commemorative 
Society. 

In  regards  to  the  "best"  design,  I'm  becoming  partial  to  the  Bay  Bridge,  especially  the 
reverse,  even  though  in  the  past  the  Oregon  Trail  was  always  my  favorite  design. 

David  M.  Snider,  CA. 


Editor's  Reply.... 

Dave,  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  drop  me  a  note  as  I  find  your  comments  quite 
interesting!  Unfortunately,  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  easy  solution  to  your 
grading  problem!  Although  progress  has  been  made,  the  informational  void  concerning 
circulated  Commemoratives  is  still  a  large  one.  This  can  be  traced  to  two  facts. 

(1.)  Although  now  a  highly  active  one,  the  circulated  marketplace  for  Commemoratives  has 
just  recently  gained  a  widespread  popularity.  In  the  past,  there  wasn't  a  great  demand 
for  information  on  circulated  commemoratives  as  even  the  uncirculated  specimens  weren't 
that  popular!  Now  that  this  segment  of  the  marketplace  is  growing  at  a  steady  pace,  I'm 
sure  we  are  destined  to  see  more  data  printed  on  this  subject. 

However,  whoever  decides  to  take  the  first  major  step  towards  publishing  a  grading  guide 
dedicated  to  skillfully  teaching  people  how  to  accurately  grade  circulated 
Commemoratives  is  going  to  have  a  massive  undertaking  on  his/her  hands!  Frankly,  there 
is  simply  a  multitude  of  tedious  information  to  gather  and  explore!  The  only 
constructive  way  I  could  think  of  to  tackle  this  noble  project  would  be  to  publish  a 
book  using  photographs  as  a  guide.  Each  coin  would  have  to  be  shown  in  XF ,  VF ,  and  so  on 
in  order  to  really  make  a  significant  impact  upon  the  reader. 

(2.)  Although  all  Commemorative  types  can  be  found  in  "circulated"  grades,  not  all  of 
these  specimens  are  products  of  "normal"  wear.  This  is  especially  true  of  many  post-1930 
issues  that  are  normally  considered  XF  or  AU  because  of  some  form  of  numismatic  abuse! 
Many  of  these  coins  are  unfortunate  results  of  cleaning,  polishing,  or  some  other  type 
of  numismatic  mishandling  and  have  to  be  studied  in  a  different  manner  than  just  your 
"normal"  circulated  coins. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  strongly  suggest  you  contact  dealers/collectors  who  specialize  in 
circulated  pieces  who  are  willing  to  teach  you  some  of  the  finer  points  involved  in 
grading  each  circulated  issue.  I  suggest  you  listen,  study,  and  compare  their  findings 
to  as  many  pieces  you  can  get  your  hands  on  while  we  wait  for  some  noble  soul  to  publish 
a  handy  grading  guide. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  tell  you  I  appreciate  your  feelings  about  the  Bay  Bridge  and 
I  know  we  all  agree  with  your  appraisal  of  Helen  &  Don  Carmody's  work  for  our  club!  This 
leads  us  to  another  timely  letter.... 

Know  Your  Dealer! . 

Just  thought  a  note  of  caution  regarding  "Counterfeit  Commemoratives  might  be  of 
interest  to  the  membership! 

I  recently  purchased  a  Spanish  Trail  at  a  monthly  club  show.  It  looked  real  good 
however;  the  ANA  (ANACS)  didn't  agree. 

Fortunately  for  me  the  dealer  was  there  the  next  month  and  I  got  my  money  back. 

I've  now  found  out  there  are  at  least  four  (4)  very  common  fake  commemorat i ve  coins. 
Hudson,  Hawaiian,  Cincinnati,  and  Spanish  Trail. 
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Please  be  careful,  Know  Your  Dealer!  I  was  lucky...  you  might  not  be!!! 

This  is  the  first  coin  I  ever  sent  to  the  ANA,  and  although  I  wasn't  pleased  with  their 
verdict  -  the  turn  around  time  was  less  than  four  weeks. 

Ray,  can  you  give  us  some  things  to  look  for  to  avoid  this  problem? 

Lawrence  Karp,  FL. 


Editor's  Reply.... 

First  of  all,  Larry,  I  would  like  to  state  it's  nice  hearing  from  you  again!  You're 
getting  to  be  a  "regular"  in  our  "Letters  To  the  Editor."  I  appreciate  you  taking  the 
time  out  to  write  to  us  and  I  would  like  to  urge  all  of  our  members  to  follow  your  lead! 
Not  to  change  the  subject,  but  I'll  never  forget  your  crack  in  a  previous  letter  to  the 
Editor  about  "the  larger  the  ad,  the  hotter  the  flame"  as  I  think  its  humorous  intent  is 
just  a  satirical  hoot!  Of  course,  I  think  I  speak  for  all  "full  page"  advertisers  when  I 
say  we  realize  you  were  only  kidding  around  with  your  "scorching"  remark  although  I 
wouldn't  be  greatly  surprised  if  Jim  Iacovo  sent  you  a  dead  bat  in  mail  as  he  can  be 
very  sensitive  about  these  things. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you  for  being  polite  and  not  mentioning  who  sold  you  the 
bogus  Spanish  Trail  as  I  really  didn't  know,  honest!  I  actually  thought  I  had  an 
original  bag!  Which  reminds  me,  I  just  picked  up  another  three  bags  of  proof-like 
Hawaiians!  Same  price  as  last  time,  $800  a  piece,  and  try  to  remember,  small,  unmarked 
denominat ions ,  fives  and  tens  preferred! 

But  all  joking  aside,  and  not  to  mention  getting  back  on  the  subject,  counterfeit  coins 
can  pose  a  serious  problem  to  today's  buyer  and  I  agree  with  you  it's  important  to  know 
who  you  are  dealing  with!  However,  as  far  as  giving  you  some  advice  on  "what  to  look 
for"  in  respect  to  today's  bogus  coins,  let  me  explain  how  I  guard  against  purchasing 
counterfeit  commemorat ives . 

I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  theory  of  "It's  not  what  you  see,  but  what  you  don't  see!" 
Hence,  I  have  made  a  habit  of  meticulously  studying  the  inherent  characteristics 
(luster,  die  recutting,  surfaces,  general  die  marks,  strike,  detail  definition,  etc.)  of 
the  GENUINE  coins  instead  of  trying  to  memorize  the  diagnostics  of  "known"  counterfeits. 
This  way,  if  something  appears  out  of  whack  on  a  coin,  I  have  a  better  chance  of 
catching  it!  And  believe  me,  you'd  be  surprised  how  abnormalities  will  pop  out  at  you 
after  a  little  experience! 

However,  the  study  of  known  counterfeits  is  a  fascinating  offshoot  of  our  specialized 
field,  so  allow  me  to  enlist  a  little  help  on  your  behalf.  First  of  all,  I  suggest  you 
peruse  through  a  copy  of  THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  UNITED  STATES  SILVER  AND  GOLD  COMMEMORATIVE 
COINS  1892-1954  by  Swiatek  and  Breen  as  quite  a  few  of  the  well  known  bogus  coins  are 
featured  in  this  excellent  reference. 

As  an  added  attraction,  I  know  that  our  Vice  President,  Mike  Fuljenz,  carefully  reads 
every  page  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  so  I'm  sure  he  will  take  note  of  your  request  and 
contribute  some  additional  information  on  this  subject  in  the  next  issue  of  this 
publication.  Being  an  ex-ANACS  employee,  I  sure  he  has  just  got  oodles  of  impressive 
data  he  will  want  to  pass  on  to  the  membership!  If  he  can  post  along  any  black  and  white 
glossies  with  his  article.  I'll  make  sure  they  are  published! 

Now  that  Larry  has  started  the  ball  rolling  in  our  counterfeit  detection  department, 
here's  another  nice  note... 


It  Just  Keeps  On  Getting  Better.... 
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I  received  the  latest  newsletter  yesterday  and  I  want  to  commend  you  on  the  way  the 
letter  keeps  getting  better,  more  professional  in  appearance  and  format  each  time. 

In  response  to  your  request  for  a  "Best"  or  "Worst"  Commemorative,  if  you  can  say  that 
of  these  coins  (I'd  like  to  have  a  collection  of  just  the  "worst"),  I  would  agree  with 
you  and  Mr.  Lavely  that  the  Oregon  is  the  "best"  and  in  my  opinion,  the  Bridgeport  is 
the  "worst." 

Also,  I'd  like  to  cast  my  "vote"  to  keep  advertising  out  of  the  letter  as  you  and  Mr. 
Swiatek  stated.  I'm  sorry  that  I'm  unable  to  attend  any  club  meetings  and  live  "way  out 
West  in  Reno"  where  we  rarely  have  a  show,  let  alone  a  major  one.  I'm  disabled  so  I 
can't  travel  far,  therefore  I'm  dependent  on  the  mailman  and  what  little  our  library  can 
supply. 

Enclosed  is  a  small  donation  and  keep  up  the  good  work! 

Walter  Milani,  NV. 


Editor's  Reply . 

Walter,  thanks  for  dropping  us  a  line!  I'm  happy  you  like  YOUR  newsletter  and  with 
everyone's  continued  help,  I'm  sure  we'll  keep  getting  bigger  and  better  all  the  time! 
Frankly,  concerned  members  such  as  yourself  are  the  real  source  of  power  behind  our 
club's  newsletter!  YOU  ARE  THE  LIGHTENING  and  I  am  only  the  lightening  rod!  My  job  is  to 
channel  YOUR  energy  into  these  pages!  Without  YOUR  thoughts  and  ideas  this  publication 
would  be  as  interesting  as  yesterday's  pasta!  . 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  donation  and  for  revealing  the  importance 
of  our  Letters  To  The  Editor  Department.  It  plays  an  important  role  in  keeping  a  solid 
line  of  communication  open  within  our  far  flung  organization.  Now  here's  another  timely 
observation. . . . 


Let's  Hear  It  For  Frank.... 

The  picture  of  Frank  DuVall  receiving  the  recognition  plaque  from  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Helen  Carmody  was  perfect  for  the  cover  of  the  latest  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL.  This  is  the 
kind  of  classy  approach  the  Society  members  should  expect  from  the  people  who  deal  in 
and  collect  the  coins  in  the  beautiful  Commemorative  series.  Happily,  this  is  the  kind 
of  class  we  see  in  the  newsletter. 

Frank,  if  I  can  be  so  presumptuous  to  call  him  by  his  first  name  (Editor's  note:  Don't 
worry,  to  my  knowledge,  Frank's  not  charging  for  this  "excessive  liberty"  yet!),  is  a 
dedicated  scholar  and  teacher.  It  is  extremely  important  that  all  members  of  the  Society 
have  the  opportunity  to  see  the  man  who  was  the  real  Founding  Father  of  the  Society  for 
U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  conversing  with,  and 
learning  from  Frank  on  several  occasions.  He  is  a  very  nice  man.  Each  Society  member 
should  make  it  a  point  to  meet  and  learn  from  him  when  he  happens  to  be  attending  a 
local  show. 

David  Niemeyer,  CA. 


Editor's  Reply.... 

David,  thanks  for  sharing  your  thoughts  and  enthusiasm.  I  would  also  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  entire  membership  for  the  article  you  wrote 
which  appears  later  on  in  this  newsletter. 

I  think  we  all  agree  that  our  club  owes  much  to  Frank  for  his  invaluable  help  in  the 
creation  of  our  Society  and  he  readily  deserves  the  illustrious  title  of  our  Founding 
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Father."  However,  L  would  like  to  clarify  a  small  misconcept ion  you  have  about  the  photo 
on  the  front  page  of  our  last  issue. 

First  of  all,  Anthony  wasn't  "presenting"  Frank  with  the  plaque,  he  was  in  the  process 
of  snatching  it  away  from  him  when  our  roving  photographer  caught  him  in  the  act!  Helen 
Carmody  just  happened  to  be  strolling  by  when  saw  the  scuffle  and  decided  to  take 
advantage  of  the  confusion  by  offering  to  sell  either  combatant  a  toned,  1946-S  BTW  Half 
for  $3,800! 

Finally,  after  everybody  calmed  down,  we  decided  to  print  the  photo  anyway  as  we  thought 
it  would  be  a  nice  touch  for  the  front  page  of  the  newsletter.  Now  if  you  believe  that 
one,  I  have  some  nice  property  for  sale  in  Haiti  you  may  be  interested  in  seeing!  But 
before  we  get  into  to  that,  here's  another  interesting  bit  of  information . 

Henry  C.  Brake,  Notary  At  Large . 

I  have  another  addition  to  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  newsletter.  I  read  with  interest  the 
article  about  the  122nd  Cincinnati  Set  in  the  December  issue.  The  fact  you  did  not  know 
about  the  notary  of  record  set  me  about  finding  out  more  about  him. 

I  first  called  the  Cincinnati  Bar  Assoc,  to  see  if  they  had  any  information  on  notaries. 
They  referred  me  to  a  department  at  the  Governor's  office  in  Ohio.  They  in  turn 
forwarded  my  request  for  information  to  the  Ohio  Historical  Society  who  did  some 
research  for  us.  The  following  is  the  information  which  they  sent  me:  The  notary's  name 
was  Henry  C.  Brake.  He  received  his  commission  on  January  23rd,  1936  and  it  was  due  to 
expire  on  March  8th,  1939,  not  on  March  9th  as  the  document  shows.  Mr.  Brake  was 
employed  by  the  Bromwell  Wire  Goods  Company  as  their  Treasurer.  They  were  located  at  312 
United  Bank  Building  in  Cincinnati.  I  hope  the  membership  finds  this  information  useful 
or  interesting. 

Brad  Karoleff,  KY. 


Editor's  Reply.... 

I  think  we  all  owe  Brad  a  big  "thank  you"  for  taking  the  time  and  effort  to  track  down 
the  elusive  name  of  this  important  notary!  It's  research  like  this  that  reminds  me  how 
lucky  I  am  to  be  a  member  of  our  Society!  Unfortunately,  too  many  indispensable  details 
have  been  allowed  to  slip  through  the  cracks  over  the  years  in  regards  to  Commemorative 
history  and  I'm  thrilled  to  see  some  of  our  members  are  concerned  with  setting  the 
record  straight! 

Brad  has  also  been  nice  enough  to  pen  an  article  which  appears  later  on  in  this  issue.  I 
know  you'll  all  enjoy  reading  it,  but  in  the  mean  time,  here's  another  thought  provoking 
correspondence . 


Why  Not  Run  Club  Seminars?.... 

Over  a  year  ago,  I  spoke  to  a  well  known  dealer  and  numismatist  and  asked  him  why  he 
does  not  offer  lectures,  seminars,  etc.  for  the  collector/ investor .  I  told  him  I  felt 
the  best  way  to  learn  was  by  this  method.  I  went  on  to  say  the  following: 

"There  are  supposedly  millions  of  collector/ investors  all  over  the  United  States.  I  feel 
there  has  to  be  at  least  10,  20,  30,  or  more  that  would  be  willing  to  spend  money  to 
learn.  If  a  group  of  collectors  could  come  up  with  a  fair  fee  to  pay  the  experts,  I  am 
sure  the  experts  would  spend  one  day,  two  days,  or  more  teaching  and  having  their  brains 
cherry-picked  by  the  group.  I  feel  there  is  so  much  to  learn  that  if  it  was  made 
attractive  enough,  there  could  be  seminars  on  all  aspects  of  U.S.  coinage, 
Commemorat ives  included." 
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Tt  was  the  opinion  of  this  numismatist  that  he  did  not  feel  you  could  do  this.  He  told 
me  most  collectors  are  seeking  knowledge,  but  they  do  not  like  to  pay  for  it.  He  felt  it 
would  be  an  impossible  task  to  find  groups  of  collectors  that  would  be  willing  to  pay 
for  these  seminars  and  lectures,  not  to  mention  the  travel.  I  dropped  the  matter  and 
until  now,  I  did  nothing  regarding  my  ideas. 

When  I  learned  that  our  Society  has  500  members  (Editor's  note:  Now  almost  600!),  I  said 
to  myself  once  again,  "There  has  to  be  10,  20,  or  more  collectors/ investors  who  want  to 
seek  knowledge  and  at  least  learn  as  much  as  possible  about  Commemorat ives  and  maybe 
other  coins  as  well."  If  there  is  not  a  small  group  within  our  Society  who  is  seeking 
knowledge  and  who  want  to  become  good  graders,  I  than  feel  numismatics  one  day  will 
become  for  most  of  us  "numis-nothing"  (Editor's  note:  aka.  "the  study  of  nothing").  We 
will  all  find  out  how  little  we  actually  know  and  how  much  money  we  actually  lost 
because  of  lack  of  knowledge,  knowledge  which  is  necessary  to  have  in  order  to  have  fun 
and  advance  in  numismatics. 

I  say  to  all  members  of  our  Society  "Let  us  start  to  pressure  our  experts  and  convince 
them  that  now  is  the  time  to  set  up  lectures  and  seminars  and  let  us  offer  them  a  fair 
fee  for  teaching  us." 

We  foolishly  spend  money  many  times  and  regret  it.  For  once,  let  us  get  together  and 
spend  some  money  wisely,  learn,  become  better  at  our  hobby,  maybe  make  some  money,  and 
have  fun  at  the  same  time. 

Dr.  Bob  Colby,  NY. 


Editor's  Reply . 

Bob,  thanks  for  the  great  idea!  In  fact,  I  received  your  letter  in  time  to  bring  your 
request  up  before  our  officers  prior  to  our  Society  Meeting  at  the  Long  Beach  Show  and 
everyone  was  excited  by  your  concept.  However,  there  are  quite  a  few  details  we  will 
have  to  iron  out,  so  I  would  now  like  to  take  this  time  to  address  our  ENTIRE  membership 
on  this  important  subject. 

First  of  all,  before  we  even  start  realistically  thinking  about  Society  sponsored 
seminars,  WE  HAVE  TO  HEAR  FROM  THOSE  OF  YOU  WHO  WOULD  BE  INTERESTED  IN  ATTENDING!  Please 
bear  in  mind  this  type  of  seminar  is  going  to  cost  money!  Although  an  exact  fee  at  this 
time  is  impossible  to  determine  (there  are  simply  too  many  variables  involved  at  this 
stage  of  the  game!),  I  would  put  a  ROUGH  GUESS  at  $250  -  $350  per  person  for  a  two  day 
seminar,  including  hotel  accommodations. 

Of  course,  this  wouldn't  include  your  traveling  expenses,  but  what  it  might  include  in 
the  way  of  meals,  literature,  entertainment,  etc.,  would  STRICTLY  depend  upon  HOW  MANY 
PEOPLE  SIGNED  UP!  I  don't  think  I  am  sticking  my  neck  out  when  I  state  that  the  more 
people  we  have,  the  cheaper  the  fee  would  be!  In  other  words,  fifty  people  at  $200  a 
head  would  allow  us  to  provide  you  with  far  more  for  your  money  than  fifteen  people  at 
$350  per  person! 

In  fact,  we  could  provide  you  with  a  series  of  educational  programs  on  grading,  original 
holders,  commemorative  history,  die  characteristics,  varieties,  counterfeit  detection, 
collecting  tips,  and  virtually  almost  anything  else  of  interest  to  you!  There  is  no 
question  we  have  the  key  personnel  to  artfully  provide  you  with  the  knowledge  as  our 
recognized  specialists  have  already  shown  great  enthusiasm  over  this  project!  The  next 
step  is  UP  TO  YOU! 

However,  PLEASE  REMEMBER  THIS  IS  ALL  ROUGH  GUESSWORK!  First,  we  have  to  hear  from  YOU! 
If  you  like  the  idea  of  paying  a  MINIMUM  of  $200  for  a  two  day  Commemorative  Seminar, 
write  our  Secretary,  Helen  Carmody,  TODAY  at  P.0.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648. 
If  enough  of  you  respond,  we  can  start  working  on  the  details  with  our  new  oft icers 
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during  the  ANA  Convention  in  August! 


As  promised  in  the  last  newsletter,  your  Vice  President,  "Iron"  Mike  Fuljenz  has 
thoughtfully  penned  an  "open  letter"  to  Allan  Latawiec  and  has  addressed  Mr.  Latawiec's 
concern  over  the  problems  facing  our  young  numismatists.... 

An  Open  Letter  To  Our  Society. . . . 


Dear  Mr.  Latawiec: 

Thank  you  for  your  concern  for  the  youth  involved  with  commemoratives .  I  want  you  to 
know  that  I  have  and  will  continue  to  assist  our  youth  who  are  in  financial  need  with 
the  payment  of  their  membership  fees.  All  they  need  to  do  is  write  to  the  Society  and 
request  that  Mike  Fuljenz  pay  for  their  membership.  We  do  want  to  make  this  a  society 
for  all  commemorative  lovers,  not  just  the  "well  heeled." 

As  far  as  collecting  options,  I  suggest  youngsters  look  at  the  circulated  issues  from 
the  early  1900's  and  the  more  modern  issues  as  relatively  low  priced  options.  After  all, 
as  a  kid  I  used  to  mow  3  to  6  lawns  to  buy  a  commemorative.  The  same  effort  today  would 
yield  collectable  issues  from  the  time  frames  previously  mentioned. 

For  those  desiring  information  on  commemoratives,  the  ANA  Library  offers  numerous  books 
that  can  be  borrowed  for  6  week  intervals  for  the  cost  of  postage.  Here  is  a  limited 
offer  to  juniors. 

Anyone  desiring  their  ANA  membership  paid,  I  will  do  so  through  July  31,  1985  if  they 
have  never  been  a  member  and  say  they  do  need  financial  assistance.  (Editor's  note:  If 
you  fall  into  this  category,  you  better  get  on  the  stick  as  your  time  is  almost  up!) 

Mr.  Latawiec,  I  hope  my  response  is  to  your  liking  and  look  forward  to  any  future 
comments  or  suggestions  you  or  any  other  member  might  have. 

Mike  Fuljenz,  Society  VP,  LA. 


Editor's  Reply.... 

What  a  guy!  Just  like  it  says  on  the  reverse  of  the  Booker  T.  Washington,  "FROM  SLAVE 
CABIN  (cutting  lawns  for  commemoratives)  TO  HALL  OF  FAME  (running  for  ANA  Board  Seat), 
that's  our  Vice  President! 

All  joking  aside,  Mike  just  goes  to  prove  it's  great  to  belong  to  this  Society.  His 
willingness  to  do  something  to  help  our  young  numismatists  should  be  an  inspiration  to 
us  and  encourage  us  all  to  act  in  a  positive  manner  towards  helping  out  our  young 
collectors!  Now  here's  another  letter  expressing  some  interesting  insights.... 

The  Beauty  Of  Commemoratives.... 

After  seeing  the  first  two  issues  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  I  must  say  that  you  have 
added  a  touch  of  class  and  a  very  informative  newsletter  for  all  members  to  enjoy. 

I  must  agree  with  members  when  it  comes  to  advertisements.  I  initially  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  idea,  but  after  seeing  what  you  can  do  with  this  newsletter,  I  realize  it 
would  be  a  mistake.  The  newsletter  will  lose  much  of  its  glitter  and  importance  if 
members  fail  to  submit  articles  for  input. 

On  the  subject  of  polls  for  favorite  commem's,  I  wish  to  voice  my  personal  selection  of 
my  top  5  and  reasons  why  I  like  them. 

(\.)  Oregon  Trail  -  Probably  the  most  meaningful  design  and  all  time  favorite  of 
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everyone . 


(2.)  Connecticut  -  Luster  seems  to  boom  from  the  trees  and  highlights  the  reverse 
eagle . 

(3.)  New  Rochelle  -  For  originality  in  designs  appropriate  to  local  history  this  one 
gets  a  five  star. 

(4.)  Pilgrim  -  I  love  ships  and  this  one  is  my  favorite.  The  strike  on  this  ship  seems 
to  come  at  you.  Luster  is  unbelievable  for  this  coin. 

(5.)  Vermont  -  One  of  my  all  time  favorites.  The  boldest  strike  of  any  Commemorative. 
While  partial  to  Catamounts,  I  could  never  figure  how  it  covered  the  real  history  of  the 
Vermont  Centennial. 

Speaking  of  history,  everyone  should  read  both  Slabaugh  and  Swiatek/Breen  when  it  comes 
to  pure  history  for  each  issue.  When  one  considers  that  each  Commemorative  is  a  great 
part  of  our  history  of  this  country.  When  one  considers  that  each  commemorative  is 
different  in  its  own  right,  offers  beauty  along  with  ugly,  offers  true  scarcity,  and  of 
course  a  great  investment,  I  find  collecting  Commemoratives  to  be  truly  exciting. 
Everyone  can  own  a  silver  dollar,  but  few  can  appreciate  the  joys  of  collecting 
Commemoratives . 

Albert  Fuldauer,  Member  #160,  IN. 


Editor's  Reply . 

Mr.  Fuldauer,  thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  with  us  your  enthusiastic  observations  and 
your  true  love  for  commemoratives!  I  think  I  speak  for  all  our  members  when  I  say  your 
correspondence  rings  of  a  real  collector!  I'm  also  happy  to  learn  you  have  changed  your 
mind  about  advertising,  I  would  rather  read  your  letter  than  look  at  an  ad  (even  one  of 
my  own!)  any  old  day!  Now  here's  another  quick  note  from  one  of  our  members  in 
Oregon . 


Three  Cheers  For  The  Society. . . . 

We  appreciate  receiving  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  newsletter  and  found  it  informative  and 
interesting  -  and  also  could  relate  to  some  of  the  letters  in  there.  We're  relatively 
new  at  this,  but  we're  learning  and  eager  to  continue  to  learn.  Being  from  Oregon,  we 
have  our  favorites!  The  history  that  goes  along  with  the  Commemorative  coins  is 
fascinating  and  an  education  as  well. 

The  ten-point  grading  system  is  interesting  and  helpful  and  the  "types  of  graders" 
(Editor's  note:  Mark  Man,  Strike  Hawk,  Johnny  Luster  Club,  etc.)  preceding  it  was 
entertaining  yet  educational  in  looking  back  over  dealers  we've  spoken  to  -  their  ideas, 
preferences,  etc. 

One  other  item  -  in  regards  to  the  "122nd  Cincinnati  Set,"  I  believe  the  Notary's  name 
could  be  "BRAKE."  The  reason  I  say  that  is  because  our  daughter  had  a  professor  in 
Portland,  Oregon  by  the  name  of  Brake  from  Indiana  or  Ohio.  It  was  the  first  time  we 
had  ever  heard  the  name.  Just  a  thought! 

Gloria  Driver,  OR. 


Editor's  Reply . 

First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  thank  Gloria  for  her  letter  and  I'm  glad  to  learn  she's 
having  a  fun  time  reading  our  newsletter!  The  second  thing  I'd  like  to  do  is  nominate 
her  for  Society  Psychic!  Talk  about  coincidence!  Flying  Wombats!  It  would  be  interesting 
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to  contact  Professor  Brake  and  show  him  Brad  Karoleff's  letter  to  find  out  if  Notary 
Brake  was  a  relative.  Go  to  it  Gloria!  Who  knows,  the  good  professor  may  not  be 
interested  in  numismatics  and  have  a  couple  of  dozen  numbered  Cincinnati  Sets  you  can 
buy  off  him  for  $50  a  pop! 

Next  is  an  open  letter  from  Helen  &  Don  to  Teresa  Darling  and  Samuel  L.  Lopresto 
thanking  them  on  our  behalf  for  their  invaluable  help  in  promoting  our  club!  The  letter 
was  dated.  May  7th,  1985. 


Three  Cheers  For  Teresa  &  Sam. . . . 

On  behalf  of  all  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins, 
we  want  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation  for  your  mentioning  our  organization  in  your 
ads  in  the  numismatic  periodicals.  (Editor's  note:  They  were  kind  enough  to  advertise 
our  Society's  meeting  ALONG  with  the  extensive  advertising  they  do  for  their  outstanding 
show ! ) 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  Frank  Duvall  arrived  at  Central  States,  almost  even  before  he 
said,  "Hello,"  he  paged  the  officers  to  show  them  a  copy  of  your  ad,  which  he  took  from 
his  briefcase.  "Well,  now,  ain't  THAT  a  dandy?!"  was  the  way  he  phrased  it.  You'd  have 
to  hear  that  said  with  an  Alabama  accent  to  truly  appreciate  his  words!  (Editor's  note: 
Accents  can  be  funny  like  that  as  they  can  add  more  depth  to  otherwise  bland  sayings 
such  as,  "String  him  up,  boys!") 

The  Society  is  really  backing  up  your  statement  that  it  is  "growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds."  We  now  have  over  550  members! 

A  good  portion  of  that  growth  has  to  be  attributed  to  your  support.  Having  the  best 
organized  and  most  heavily  attended  shows,  you  have  given  us  the  opportunity  to  reach 
many  people  who  may  not  otherwise  have  heard  of  the  Society.  That,  together  with  the 
special  sign  you  had  made,  has  greatly  increased  our  enrollment.  We  want  you  to  know  we 
are  well  aware  of  these  facts  and  are  grateful  for  all  your  efforts  on  our  behalf.  At 
the  Society  Meeting  held  at  Central  States,  we  made  a  public  announcement  to  that  effect 
to  all  those  in  attendance  --  officers,  members,  and  representatives  of  NUMISMATIC  NEWS 
and  COIN  WORLD. 

Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  Secretary  -  Treasurer,  CA. 

Editor's  Reply . 

This  coming  August,  1985  is  only  going  to  represent  our  SECOND,  full  year!  It's  truly 
amazing  how  quickly  we  have  grown!  However,  we  should  never  forget  this  rapid  growth  was 
NOT  A  MIRACLE  or  some  lucky  fluke!  It's  cause  was  due  to  our  DEDICATED  MEMBERS  who  were 
willing  to  give  unselfishly  of  themselves.  These  people  went  out  into  the  world  of 
numismatics  and  WORKED  for  our  dream!  They  started  with  a  handful  of  curious  people  and 
turned  them  into  a  small  army  of  almost  600  in  less  than  2A  months!  Think  about  that  one 
for  a  minute! 

Since  we  are  on  the  subject  anyway,  it  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  that  some  of  our 
readers  are  under  the  impression  we  only  hold  a  Society  Meeting  once  a  year,  during  the 
ANA  Convention!  Hello,  where  have  you  been?  Certainly  not  in  your  favorite  reading 
chair,  carefully  scrutinizing  your  newsletter! 

During  the  past  twelve  months  we  have  had  ten  (10!)  meetings  in  conjunction  with  major 
shows  such  as  ANA  (MI),  Long  Beach  (CA  -  3  times  in  12  months!),  FUN  (FL),  Mid-Winter 
ANA  (TX),  Central  States  (MN),  AINA  (NY),  GSNA  (GA),  and  Garden  State  (NJ)!  If  you  would 
like  to  know  when  our  next  meeting  is  scheduled  in  YOUR  area,  please  contact  our 
diligent  Secretary  (and/or  check  your  newsletter)  and  you  will  see  the  light!  If  we 
appear  to  be  missing  your  geographical  area,  we  will  try  our  best  to  correct  the 
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situation.  Although  we  can't  always  promise  you  a  meeting  within  walking  distance  from 
your  house,  we  do  hold  quite  a  few  meetings  across  the  country  each  year. 

Well,  that  about  wraps  it  up  for  another  segment  of  "Letters  To  The  Editor!"  If  you 
have  any  comments  or  insights  to  share,  please  post  them  along  to  me  via  Society  HQ!  Now 
for  our  new  feature!  This  quarter  we  have  reports  from  two  of  our  officers  and  I'm  sure 
you  are  all  going  to  love  reading  their  comments.... 

V<VC>V _ Tine  Presidential  Department  Vo'oV 

by  Anthony  Swiatek 

Dear  Members  of  our  wonderful  Society: 

It  has  been  my  great  pleasure  to  serve  as  President  since  "the  birth"  of  our 
organization  in  1983.  I  believe  the  time  has  come  to  give  someone  else  this  honor,  such 
as  our  "founding  father,"  Frank  DuVall.  Naturally,  I  will  always  attempt  to  help  the 
organization,  as  much  as  possible. 

Now,  some  quick  notes! 

(A)  We  are  still  awaiting  the  BTW  Memorial's  reply  concerning  the  acceptance  of  a 
complete  BTW  set.  Appears  there  exists  a  security  problem,  since  few  display  cases 
possess  any  anti-theft  devices.  Also  our  contribution  might  not  be  on  permanent  display. 
Next  step  will  be  to  offer  a  holder  containing  an  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  BTW  and  W-C 
coins,  should  our  original  offer  be  turned  down. 

You  are  aware  that  BTW  has  his  portrait  depicted  on  two  different  Commemorative  issues. 
However,  did  you  realize  that  only  George  Washington  (3X)  and  Robert  E.  Lee  (2x)  are  the 
only  individuals  depicted  (multiples)  on  our  silver  rememberance  preservers?  President 
William  McKinley  claims  this  honor  for  the  gold  series. 

(B)  Concerning  a  combined  -  detailed  -  Commemorative  -  "opus"  or  "handbook"  as  per  Mr. 
Nagrodsky's  request  under  "Club  News."  After  carefully  analyzing  his  detailed  idea  and 
consulting  with  the  other  officers,  this  project  seems  like  an  impossibility  at  the 
present  time.  Too  much  red  tape,  copyrights,  workload,  etc.  for  our  still  young 
organization.  However,  who  knows  what  the  future  will  bring? 

(C)  I  believe  those  who  invest/collect  in  coins  should  do  so  for  the  long  term!  Most  of 
you  know  the  amazing  profits  attained  by  those  who  purchased  accurately  graded  coins  of 
true  gem  quality  -  and  even  strict  choice  quality  -  back  in  1975.  The  same  should  occur 
in  1995!  Many  will  look  back  and  say,  "how  inexpensive  those  1985  prices  are  today!" 

Currently,  in  my  opinion,  it  takes  more  than  an  MS-65  coin  to  bring  MS-65  prices  for 
many  Morgan  Dollars.  It  requires  an  MS-65+  coin.  Wonder  MS-67  dollars  almost  always  will 
bring  more  than  "sheet"  prices,  for  they  are  in  a  class  by  themselves.  Same  can  be 
applied  to  the  Elgin,  Lynchburg,  Robinson,  Bridgeport,  and  Cleveland  Commemorative 
issues.  Naturally  there  will  be  exceptions,  should  the  coin  have  amazing  natural  color 
or  possess  exceptional  eye  appeal.  More  on  this  subject  in  a  future  newsletter. 

Until  our  next  meeting  "along  the  Commemorative  Trail,"  I  wish  you  all  that  is  good  in 
lif  e ! 


Tine  Publicity  Board  Room 


by  Ralph  Langham 

First  of  all,  since  I  was  only  voted  into  office  half  way  through  the  year  in  January, 
1985  during  our  Society  Meeting  at  the  Florida  FUN  Convention,  I  would  like  to  take  this 
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opportunity  to  get  acquainted  with  the  membership  and  inform  you  of  some  of  my  ideas  and 
resulting  actions. 

My  job  is  to  let  people  know  that  commemorat ive  coins  exist  and  that  this  is  a  Society 
which  they  can  contact  or  join  to  study  these  coins.  The  exact  "how  to  do  this"  gets 
complicated,  so  I  prefer  to  break  "publicity"  down  into  two  categories,  "free"  and 
"paid." 

Paid  publicity  must  be  balanced  against  our  budget.  Simply  put,  this  is  how  to  get  the 
best  publicity  for  the  least  amount  of  money.  The  drafting  of  such  publicity  is  usually 
not  too  hard,  but  determining  the  size  of  the  ad,  where  to  place  it,  and  when,  requires 
extremely  good  sense.  Fortunately,  I  have  had  the  benefit  of  my  business  experience  with 
IBM,  my  work  with  promot ing/running  numerous  coin  shows,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  other 
officers  to  aid  me  in  this  task. 

Currently,  I  am  almost  finished  writing  &  constructing,  with  the  help  of  Jan  Mercer,  a 
full  page  ad  for  the  August  9th  issue  of  the  COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER.  After  carefully 
consulting  with  the  other  officers,  we  felt  that  the  CDN  would  deliver  us  the  most  for 
our  money.  Although  its  subscription  rolls  are  somewhat  smaller  than  some  of  the  other 
numismatic  publications,  it  has  quite  a  few  things  going  for  it! 

First  of  all,  as  opposed  to  the  large  in  size,  coin  newspapers,  we  won't  be  in  as  much 
competition  for  the  reader's  attention.  As  you  know,  the  CDN  only  allows  a  maximum  of 
four,  full  page  ads  to  be  inserted  with  their  publication.  This  space  advantage  allows 
us  quite  a  bit  of  exposure  we  wouldn't  normally  receive  in  a  50  to  80  page  publication. 

After  talking  this  over  with  Ray  Mercer,  Jim  Iacovo,  and  some  of  our  other  frequent 
advertisers  of  numismatic  literature,  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  the  CDN  enjoys  a 
highly  successful  rate  of  response  in  regards  to  its  advertising.  This  track  record  is 
potentially  very  advantageous  for  us  as  although  our  primary  goal  is  to  attract  new 
members,  it  would  be  exceptionally  helpful  to  reclaim  most  of  our  advertising  money! 
This  would  allow  us  not  only  to  stay  within  our  budget,  but  also  aggressively  increase 
our  advertising  by  rolling  the  money  over  into  other  publications!  We  also  have  the 
added  potential  in  the  CDN  of  turning  a  multitude  of  "blind  investors"  into  pure, 

Commemorative  lovers/collectors! 

Of  course,  none  of  this  would  have  been  possible  without  your  steady  dues  payments  and 
additional  contributions,  so  you  are  a  very  important  part  of  this  project  too!  In  the 
next  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  I  will  see  to  it  the  ad  is  reproduced  and 
inserted  along  with  the  newsletter  so  you  can  use  it  to  sign  up  a  new  member  or  two!  We 
will  also  have  reprints  made  available  to  all  our  dealers/collectors  who  would  like  to 
use  them  for  enlisting  people  when  they  are  at  shows  and/or  club  meetings  as  I  would 

like  to  get  as  much  "mileage"  out  of  this  ad  copy  as  we  can! 

Free  publicity  is  perhaps  the  trickiest  as  there  are  so  many  different  ways  to  get  it 

and  if  not  properly  done,  just  as  many  ways  to  lose  it.  I  believe  we  can  capture  free 
publicity  from  several  different  directions: 

1.  INDIVIDUAL  MEMBER  CONTACT!  Each  one  of  us  can  be  publicity  for  the  Society!  Most  of 
us  belong  to  other  clubs  and  know  other  numismatists  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Society.  If  we  all  used  the  application  form  in  this  newsletter  (not  to  mention  the 
flyer  slated  to  appear  in  the  Fall  issue)  to  sign  up  just  one  new  member,  we  would 
have  over  1,100  members  by  September!  I  agree  it's  a  real  "grassroots"  concept,  but 
YOU  COULD  MAKE  IT  WORK! 

2.  REGIONAL  MEETINGS!  As  a  good  number  of  our  officers  attend  "regional"  shows  and  some 
of  the  "local"  size  shows,  there  is  no  reason  that  "regional"  meetings  cannot  be 
eventually  set  up  at  these  locales.  However,  in  order  to  have  a  successful  AND  fun 
meeting,  we  have  TO  HAVE  ENOUGH  MEMBERS  IN  A  FAIRLY  CONCENTRATED  AREA!  Hence,  along 
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with  our  advertising,  we  need  YOU  to  sign  up  enough  people  in  YOUR  AREA  to  have  a 
decent  size  meeting  of  AT  LEAST  ten  people  or  more! 

However,  this  concept  needs  to  be  coordinated  through  the  Publicity  Chairperson  AND 

the  Program  Chairperson  for  proper  presentation  to  the  other  officers  and  the 

membership  at  large.  After  an  area  has  been  designated  as  a  valid  place  to  hold  a 

"regional"  Society  meeting  (with  respect  to  the  number  of  members  available,  a 

prearranged  program,  and  proper  publicity),  a  member  can  be  appointed  as  a 
"director"  for  this  region.  This  "director"  would  receive  help  and  advice  from  the 
Society  officers  on  how  to  run  the  "regional"  meeting  with  the  correct  flair.  We 
must  always  project  a  solid  image  to  the  ourselves  and  the  public,  so  each  meeting 
must  be  carefully  planned  in  advance. 

3.  PUBLICITY  RELEASES.  As  I  am  writing  this  article,  I  am  also  in  the  process  of 
sending  out  a  press  release  to  COIN  WORLD,  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  and  THE  NUMISMATIST 
about  our  upcoming  election  of  officers.  After  I  receive  this  issue  of  THE 
COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  I  will  send  out  another  press  release  informing  them  and  some 
other  publications  about  the  contents  of  our  latest  newsletter  complete  with  details 
on  how  to  join  our  club. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  we  now  have  quite  a  few  irons  in  the  fire  and  I  think  we  will  be 
seeing  some  very  good  results.  Last  January,  at  the  FUN  Show,  when  Ray  Mercer  requested 
the  formation  of  the  new  office  of  "Newsletter  Editor"  and  asked  the  members  at  that 
meeting  to  vote  me  in  as  his  replacement  for  "Publicity  Chairperson,"  I  must  admit  I  was 
a  little  apprehensive  over  accepting  the  job.  Frankly,  it  was  already  half  way  through 
the  year  and  I  didn't  know  if  I  had  enough  time  to  accomplish  all  that  our  Society 
needed. 


However,  Ray  pulled  me  aside  and  said  something  I'll  never  forget.  He  said,  "Ralph, 
don't  worry!  When  you're  working  with  so  many  dedicated  and  enthusiastic  people  it's  a 
very  contagious  atmosphere  and  you  always  seem  to  find  the  time  to  get  the  job  done!" 
Since  then,  I  have  happily  discovered  he  was  right  and  with  YOUR  help,  WE  can't  lose! 
PLEASE  feel  free  to  send  me  any  of  your  suggestions  or  ideas  for  our  publicity  by 
writing  to  Society  HQ.  I  will  make  sure  whoever  becomes  the  Publicity  Chairperson  for 
1985  -1986  gets  to  see  them! 


Articles  From  The  Membership l 


We  have  quite  a  few  interesting  and  fun  articles  from  the  membership,  but  before  we 
begin,  I  would  like  to  take  this  time  to  ask  you  all  to  PLEASE  consider  sending  us  your 
literary  efforts.  Not  only  would  we  love  to  hear  from  you,  but  it's  one  of  the  important 
things  that  makes  us  an  active  club!  Here's  our  first  article.... 


Obs  < 


ions 


by  Gerald  A.  Blum,  Ph.D. 

I  have  been  collecting  coins,  off  and  on,  for  about  40  years.  During  that  period  I  have 
found  Columbian  Half-Dollars,  Indian  Cents,  Liberty  Nickels,  and  Barber  Dimes  and 
Quarters  in  circulation.  I  remember  being  up  to  my  ears  in  Morgans  in  Las  Vegas  not  that 
many  years  ago.  I  think  most  of  us  now  realize  we  make  an  exceptional  find  if  one  silver 
"anything"  turns  up  once  a  year. 

I  would  like  to  believe  most  individuals  interested  in  commemorative  coins  got  involved 
for  reasons  other  than  profit.  This  is  not  to  assume  that  we  are  not  profit  motivated. 
While  coins  have  performed  in  an  exceptional  manner  over  the  recent  past,  there  are 
other  areas  of  investment  that  are  sound.  The  aesthetics  and  knowledge  provide  a  psychic 
income  that  a  stock  certificate  lacks.  I  would  also  like  to  believe  that  the 
Commemorative  Society  Members  are  seers:  we  know  in  a  short  period  of  time  we  will,  if 
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we  choose,  be  financially  rewarded. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  things  that  distress  me  about  our  hobby.  Although  I  really 
enjoy  looking  at  coins,  it  gets  to  be  a  bit  of  a  pain  going  to  my  bank  to  get  into  my 
safe-deposit  box.  Yes,  the  coins  are  insured,  but  I  bought  them  to  enjoy  them.  A  first 
suggestion  1  might  offer  is  that  every  member  catalogue  and  carefully  describe  every 
coin  in  their  collection.  If  you  own  a  35mm  camera,  consider  investing  in  a  macro  lens 
and  keep  pictures  of  BOTH  sides  of  every  coin  you  value.  Our  interest  is  specialized  to 
the  point  that  if  a  dealer  is  offered  a  lot  of  nice  commems,  it  could  possibly  be  traced 
back  to  you.  Whether  it's  a  Grant  with  Star  or  an  Iowa,  a  carefully  documented 
description  is  a  must  if  you  want  any  chance  to  recover  your  coins. 

I  would  like  to  comment  about  grading  but  I  would  just  repeat  what  everyone  else  says. 
First  of  all,  know  your  dealer,  and  if  you  purchase  by  mail,  use  a  credit  card.  If  you 
send  cash  or  a  check,  you  have  little  recourse.  I  have  been  informed  that  we  can't 
publish  the  names  of  dealers  that  are  blatant  over-graders.  We  do,  however,  see  each 
other  and  can  make  off-the-cuff,  verbal  comments.  In  addition,  I  have  been  informed  that 
COIN  WORLD  allows  a  variance  of  two  grades.  If  you  order  a  coin  advertised  as  MS-65  and 
the  coin  is  AU-55,  send  a  letter  to  COIN  WORLD  and  complain. 

Under  the  assumption  that  most  of  us  are  somewhat  fanatical  about  our  interest,  I  would 
suggest  a  relationship  with  dealers  who  are  willing  to  educate  you.  I  consider  myself 
extremely  lucky  to  have  made  my  first  contact  in  commemoratives  with  the  Carmodys ' .  I 
have  also  spoken  with  Mike  Fuljenz  on  the  phone.  Both  have  been  extremely  helpful.  Don't 
assume  that  these  are  the  only  helpful  people;  they  are  the  only  ones  with  whom  I  have 
spoken.  By  the  time  this  is  read,  I  will  have  attended  the  Long  Beach  Show,  and  I  expect 
to  make  quite  a  few  more  contacts.  Being  an  educator,  I  consider  knowledge  as  king.  If 
you  are  a  nut  like  me  (I  want  only  stars  in  my  collection),  a  cheapie  is  an  Iowa.  In 
MS-65  you  are  getting  in  the  $300  range.  This  amount  of  money  is  non-trivial  in 
anybody's  book.  Trust  your  own  abilities,  your  knowledge,  and  your  eye. 

USE  COMMON  SENSE!  The  "Gray  Sheets"  are  only  a  guide.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the 
publisher  does  not  buy  or  sell  coins  at  the  listed  prices.  I  recently  paid  150%  of  the 
Gray  Sheet  price  for  a  coin  and,  quite  frankly,  felt  I  got  a  bargain.  Learn  the  market. 
You  can  live  without  any  coin.  Check  around.  If  the  coin  is  not  there  when  you  decide  to 
buy  it,  it  was  not  meant  to  be  yours.  There  are  others  around.  Do  not  shop  for  one 
specific  coin.  If  you  find  it  you  will  probably  be  emotionally  involved.  When  you  look 
through  COIN  WORLD,  it  is  quite  possible  to  see  an  ad  offering  an  MS-65  Isabella  for 
$1,500,  and  on  the  next  page  a  dealer  is  bidding  $2500  for  an  MS-65  Isabella.  Chances 
are,  something  is  fishy!!  The  seller  doesn't  need  a  collector  to  buy  the  coin  if  he  can 
sell  it  to  another  dealer  for  $1000  more.  Be  smart! 

I  have  many  more  observations  but  I  will  end  this  dissertation  now.  As  a  professor  of 
finance,  I  have  some  knowledge  of  markets  of  which  we  are  all  participants.  I  will  write 
a  short  article  on  these  markets  for  the  next  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL. 
Meanwhile,  since  I  still  consider  myself  a  novice  (and  will  probably  always  be  one),  I 
will  now  get  back  to  my  books  to  learn  more. 

Editor ' s  Note .... 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  and  talking  with  Mr.  Blum  at  the  last  Long  Beach  Show.  He 
is  an  Associate  Professor  of  Finance  at  the  University  of  Nevada  in  Reno  and  I  perceived 
him  to  be  an  very  enthusiastic  collector  and  an  extremely  friendly  soul. 

The  "Tough  Ones" 

by  David  Niemeyer,  Member  // 50 

All  the  experts  have  developed  their  rarity  lists  as  to  the  relative  availability  and/or 
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scarcity  of  commemorat ives  in  gem  condition.  We  have  Jim  Iacovo's  and  Mike  Fuljenz's, 
and  even  David  Hall  who  tells  which  are  the  toughest.  All  these  people  are  dealers  and 
have  been  for  some  time.  They  go  to  shows  all  over  the  country.  But  what  is  it  really 
like  out  there  for  the  COLLECTOR?  I'd  like  to  share  with  everyone  my  experiences  in 
attempting  to  "dig  out"  those  gems.  Which  ones  do  I,  a  collector,  find  the  most 
difficult? 

Well,  who  am  I  even  to  propose  to  compile  such  a  list?  To  start  with,  I  readily  admit 
I'm  not  in  the  league  of  the  aforementioned  numismatists.  However,  I  am  a  dedicated 
scholar  and  an  active  collector/investor  of  MS-63+  to  MS-67  commemorative  coins.  I  have 
visited  virtually  all  local  shows  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  in  the  last  three  -  four  years 

as  well  as  the  Tahoe  Inn-Vitational  and  FUN  and  ANA  conventions  the  last  two  years.  I 

have  attended  major  auctions  after  viewing  many  thousands  of  commemorative  lots.  I  also 
read  all  the  numismatic  literature  pertaining  to  commemorat ives  that  I  am  able  to  find. 
Having  collected  a  complete  commemorative  type  set  except  for  one  elusive  gem,  I  do  have 
SOME  experience.  At  least  I  qualify  as  a  KNOWLEDGEABLE  collector.  I  have  also  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  had  the  intensive  tutelage  of  the  Carmodys,  who  simply  force  a 
client  to  learn! 

Now,  for  what  anyone  who  has  managed  to  read  this  far  is  waiting  for  (I  don't  elaborate 
as  much  as  Ray  Mercer,  but  then  he  is  a  professional  writer  -  I  am  not!).  (Editor's 
note:  Keep  dreaming,  David!  All  that  I  am  is  a  high  school  graduate  with  a  strong  urge 
to  babble!)  I  will  list  the  top  10  without  much  fanfare.  In  my  mind,  there  isn't  much 

argument  about  them.  You  may  find  one  up  or  down  a  notch,  but  I  feel  the  first  ten  are 

probably  consensus  rarities  in  MS-65  or  better: 

1 .  Lafayette  Dollar 

2.  Grant  with  Star 

3.  Missouri,  both  plain  and  2x4 

4.  Hawaiian 

5.  Pan-Pac 

6.  Alabama,  both  plain  and  2x2 

7.  Fort  Vancouver 

8.  Cincinnati 

9.  Isabella  Quarter 

10.  Maine 

Now  we  come  to  the  interesting  part.  I'm  sure  there  are  going  to  be  a  lot  of  diverse 
opinions  here.  In  any  case,  these  are  MY  picks,  and  here  goes: 

11.  Grant 

12.  Columbian  Expo 

13.  Lynchburg 

14.  Sesquicentennial 

15.  Maryland 
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16.  Spanish  Trail 


17.  Connecticut 

18.  Monroe 

19.  Robinson- Arkansas 

20.  Washington-Carver 

Well,  there  you  have  it.  The  one  I  would  consider  the  real  surprise  is  the  Columbian 
Expo  because  of  the  price.  How  many  have  YOU  found  in  strictly  gem  condition?  I  surely 

can't  find  many.  A  tough  one,  on  the  other  hand,  according  to  the  experts  is  the 

Lexington-Concord .  I  have  found  it  to  be  available.  However,  this  was  accidental,  I'm 
sure . 

Please  write  down  your  "tough  ones"  and  see  how  we  compare.  Have  fun  collecting  from 
Charter  Member  No.  50! 

Editor ' s  Note .... 

I'd  like  to  thank  David  for  sharing  his  insights  and  collecting  experience  with  us! 
Frankly,  I  agree  with  his  findings  pretty  much  all  the  way  down  except  I  would  have 
rated  some  of  his  choices  in  a  different  order  and  would  add  the  Huguenot  to  his  list, 
but  this  is  what  makes  collecting  so  much  fun!  After  all,  who  am  I  to  say  what  is  easy 
for  DAVID  to  find?  I  can  remember  starting  to  build  a  "gem"  set  for  a  customer  back  in 
1974  and  by  chance,  the  FIRST  COIN  I  located  was  a  Lafayette  Dollar!  Just  like  at  the 
roulette  wheel,  you  never  know  when  that  special  number  is  going  to  come  up. 

Personally,  I  have  gone  on  record  as  saying  the  Lexington  is  of  EQUAL  rarity  to  the 

Lincoln!  However,  I  would  like  to  remind  the  readers  this  opinion  was  based  upon  MS-65+ 
condition  and  not  MS-65.  Now  let's  take  a  look  at  the  next  article... 

MS  —  64  —  Fact  Or  Fantasy? 


by  Brad  Karoleff 

I  have  finally  taken  the  time  to  actually  compose  this  article,  although  my  first 
thoughts  were  penned  late  last  year,  then  shelved  “for  more  "productive"  ventures.  Since 
that  time,  as  everyone  should  know.  The  Greysheet  has  made  my  title  obsolete,  by  listing 
MS  64  values  for  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars.  The  title  remains  merely  to  "commemorate"  my 
starting  of  this  project  over  six  months  ago. 

I  actually  started  this  article  at  the  first  annual  Cincinnati  coin  show  two  years  ago 
when  I,  along  with  my  close  friend,  (known  to  the  readers  from  the  last  COMMEMORATIVE 
TRAIL  as  "our  member  from  Kentucky")  penned  our  first  realization  of  the  MS  64  grade.  As 
we  waited  for  lunch,  we  lamented  our  efforts  to  find  the  right  coins  at  the  right 
prices.  We  had  seen  so  many  coins  that  were  "almost  there"  but  did  not  know  what  we 
wanted  to  pay  for  these  items.  We  had  talked  to  dealers  on  the  floor  who  told  us  that 
they  priced  MS  64  (MS  63+ ,  almost  there)  coins  at  halfway  between  MS  63  and  MS  65  bids. 

The  first  thought  that  came  to  our  minds  was  that  this  system  did  not  recognize  the  true 

rarity  of  gem  MS  65  material.  Our  desire  was  to  create  a  formula  that  would  generally 
serve  to  give  us  a  workable  value  for  most  MS  64  coins,  regardless  of  the  series.  This 

was  to  be  a  price  that  left  plenty  of  upward  price  range  for  true  MS  65  coins,  but  gave 

MS  64 's  a  substantial  premium  over  MS  63  values.  We  realized  that  the  recognition  of  MS 
64  would  redefine  mint  state  rarity.  The  coins  priced  as  MS  64' s  would,  most  likely, 
come  from  coins  formerly  priced  as  MS  65' s. 

We  finally  arrived  at  the  following  formula  for  determining  prices  for  MS  64  coins: 

Page 


28 


MS  65  Bid  -  MS  63  Bid 

MS-64  - - +  MS-63  Bid 

3 

We  did  not  intend  for  this  to  be  a  value  "etched  in  stone",  but  rather  a  starting  place 
from  which  the  market  (supply  and  demand)  would  take  over  and  determine  current  prices. 
The  use  of  the  formula  was  first  intended  to  preclude  the  need  to  list  each  individual 
value  on  the  Greysheet.  The  formula  could  be  listed  in  each  issue  of  the  Greysheet  with 
updates  as  needed  on  individual  pieces. 

We  were  pleasantly  surprised  when  in  the  June  1984  issue  of  the  Monthly  Summary,  there 
were  MS  64  Bid/ Ask  ranges  listed  for  Type  Coins  and  Gold.  We  compared  our  formula  to  the 
prices  listed  with  the  following  results:  We  took  the  average  of  the  prices  listed  (Bid 
+  Ask -2)  and  compared  this  to  our  formula.  The  formula  was  10%  over  the  median  price  of 
Uncirculated  Type,  9%  over  the  median  price  on  Proof  Type,  and  7%  over  the  median  price 
on  the  Uncirculated  Gold.  This  initial  comparison  was  most  encouraging  to  us,  we  hope 
that  by  publishing  this  letter  we  will  give  everyone  something  to  contemplate  and  to 
research  for  the  advancement  of  our  hobby. 

We  are  anticipating  a  MS  64  column  for  Commemorative  Coins  in  the  Greysheet  in  the  near 
future.  This  article  may,  or  may  not,  influence  our  hobby's  policy  makers;  but  if  it 
stimulates  thinking  and  communication  between  collectors,  it  will  have  accomplished  its 
intended  purpose. 


Editor '  s  No-te.  .  .  . 

I, 

Once  again,  I  would  like  to  thank  Brad  of  Florence  Stamp  &  Coin  for  his  interesting 
article  and  for  devising  a  practical  use  for  his  idea.  Brad  thoughtfully  included  a 
little  personal  data  on  himself  for  those  of  us  who  are  not  familiar  with  his 
background.  He  informed  me  he  started  collecting  coins  at  the  age  of  five  (just  about 
the  time  I  was  beginning  to  swallow  them!)  and  went  on  to  becoming  a  branch  manager  of  a 
store  at  the  age  of  19.  Currently,  at  the  age  of  26,  he  is  a  partner  in  2  stamp  &  coin 
stores  in  the  Greater  Cincinnati  area.  Brad  is  also  a  member  of  the  ANA,  International 
Society  of  Appraisers,  EACS,  Liberty  Seated  Coin  Club,  and  Western  Cincinnati  Coin 
Club. 

Besides  providing  me  with  a  biographical  sketch  of  himself.  Brad  also  mentioned  he  would 
love  to  learn  of  your  feelings  towards  his  article  and  be  willing  to  summarize  your 
comments.  Any  of  you  wishing  to  remark  on  his  dissertation,  please  post  your  insights 
along  to  Society  HQ  and  I  will  gladly  compile  them  in  this  newsletter  for  his  response 
so  we  may  all  enjoy  the  benefit  of  reading  your  ideas  and  his  comments.  At  the  recent 
Indianapolis  Show,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Brad  and  not  only  did  he  strike  me  as  a 
very  nice  person,  but  also  an  avid  lover  of  numismatics! 
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Just  another  friendly  reminder 
Don't  Forget  To  Vote! 
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Buying  Tips 

Columbia,  South  Carolina 
by  Ray  Mercer 

At  first  glance,  many  collectors  consider  this  coin  to  be  an  "easy  one"  to  grade. 
However,  as  we  have  all  grown  to  learn,  things  are  not  always  as  they  seem!  Although 
"Justice  is  blind,"  she's  not  the  one  who  is  learning  how  to  grade,  so  let's  go  over 
some  of  the  finer  points  you  need  to  know  when  purchasing  a  high  grade  (MS-65  and 
better)  example  of  this  fascinating  type. 


Luster 

The  Columbia  is  a  visual  paradox  in  the  sense  that  its  luster  can  be  described  as  both 
"brilliant"  AND  "satin."  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  obverse  typically  displays  a 
"brilliant"  luster,  yet  one  only  has  to  turn  the  coin  over  to  be  confronted  by  a  "satin" 
finish!  This  minting  characteristic  has  caused  many  people  to  erroneously  assume  there 
is  something  "wrong"  with  the  reverse  luster  on  many  high  grade  specimens. 

The  reverse  dies  were  a  product  of  steel  brushing  and  not  as  finely  polished  as  the 
obverse  dies.  Hence,  although  it  is  wise  to  seek  examples  exhibiting  "good"  luster,  it 
is  also  smart  to  realize  this  means  "good,  brilliant  luster"  on  the  obverse  AND  "good 
satin  luster"  on  the  reverse! 


Strike 

Experience  has  convinced  me  weakness  of  strike  is  not  a  major  problem  with  this  coin. 
However,  it  is  always  wise  to  inspect  the  detail  on  Justice's  head,  body,  and  the 
palmetto's  trunk  for  any  possible  aberrations  to  this  rule. 

Marks 

Beware  of  numismatic  abuse  as  some  misguided  souls  attempted  to  "match"  or  "bring  out" 
the  satin  luster  on  the  reverse  through  cleaning  and/or  excessive  dipping.  However,  be 
sure  to  also  remember  not  to  mistake  the  steel  brush  marks  on  the  reverse  field  as 
cleaning  hairlines!  As  an  added  note,  slide  marks  from  improper  storage  have  the 
annoying  habit  of  appearing  across  Justice's  breast  and  center  of  her  dress. 
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To  guard  against  buying  a  coin  with  detracting  marks,  inspect  the  focal  points:  Obverse 
-  the  body  of  Justice,  Reverse  -  the  open  field  to  the  left  of  the  palmetto. 

However,  when  grading,  it  isn’t  wise  to  automatically  pull  out  a  10X  glass  and  inspect 
every  nook  &  cranny  on  a  coin!  Assuming  you  have  decent  eye  sight  (if  you  don't,  try 
wearing  glasses!),  the  real  key  to  determining  if  marks  are  "detracting"  or  not  is  to 
scrutinize  their  size,  number,  depth,  and  location  with  your  naked  eye.  A  glass  really 
shouldn't  be  used  for  grading  unless  you  see  something  your  normal  eye  sight  can't 
explain  or  you  spy  something  that  you  feel  merits  a  closer  look!  Almost  every  coin  you 
are  destined  to  encounter  will  have  some  marks,  the  trick  is  to  be  able  to  ascertain  if 
any  of  them  are  IMPORTANT  enough  to  DETRACT  from  a  specimen's  suggested  grade  and  eye 
appeal . 


Toning 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the  exact  nature  or  color  of  the  toning  on  every 
Columbia  you  are  apt  to  find,  there  are  still  some  interesting  consistencies  common  to 
this  coin.  Due  to  the  fact  the  "flow"  and  "body"  of  a  coin's  toning  is  greatly 
influenced  by  the  nature  of  its  surfaces,  you  should  not  expect  the  Columbia  (with  its 
"brilliant"  obverse  and  "satin"  reverse)  to  display  matching  toning  on  both  sides! 

As  opposed  to  their  "brilliant"  finished  cousins,  many  "satin"  finished  coins  tend  to 
resist  and  disrupt  the  natural  "flow"  of  toning.  Their  fields  (a  product  of  steel 
brushed  dies)  do  not  encourage  tarnish  to  gracefully  advance  across  the  surfaces  of  a 
coin.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a  Columbia  (which  has  been  quietly  resting  for  years  in  an 
old  "National"  type  of  album)  to  display  breathtaking,  iridescent  hues  of  peripheral 
toning  on  the  obverse,  only  to  have  its  reverse  streaked  with  seemingly  "dull"  (as 
compared  to  the  obverse)  and  erratic  splotches  of  russet  toning. 

Taking  this  point  one  step  further,  the  majority  of  pieces  which  have  spent  their  life 
inside  of  an  original  holder  will  usually  boast  a  rather  dour  looking  REVERSE  with 
toning  that  is  predominately  grey/dark  russet  in  color.  This  "splotchy"  toning  is 
usually  haphazardly  splashed  across  the  coin!  However,  do  not  despair!  This  is  one  of 
the  telltale  signs  of  ultimate  originality  and  any  specialist  worth  his  label  will 
recognize  the  coin  as  a  virgin  specimen!  Of  course,  this  testimonial  to  originality 
doesn't  mean  YOU  HAVE  TO  LIKE  THE  "LOOK"  OF  THE  COIN,  but  at  least  you  know  WHY  it  has 
its  curious  appearance!  And  when  you  come  right  down  to  it,  that's  what  the  game's  all 
about ! 
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Tine  Wells  Fargo  * ’Keeps  alee*  *  Coin 

Our  President,  Anthony  Swiatek,  was  kind  enough  to  send  in  some  fascinating  photographs 
and  letters  concerning  the  Wells,  Fargo  &  Company  and  the  "Keepsake"  Columbian  Half  they 
offered  to  their  employees  in  the  beginning  of  1893.  We  all  owe  him  a  big  "thank  you" 
for  his  thoughtfulness  and  I  would  like  to  encourage  ALL  of  our  readers  to  contact  us  if 
they  have  ANY  unusual  paperwork  that  they  would  like  to  share  with  the  membership. 
After  your  property  has  been  reproduced,  it  will  be  returned  to  you  unharmed,  I  promise! 
Just  make  sure  to  contact  us  BEFORE  you  ship  anything. 

Anthony  obtained  this  information  with  the  gallant  efforts  of  Diane  A.  Piret  (Member 
// 415,  TX)  and  in  a  letter  to  our  fearless  leader  she  made  the  following  comments: 

"Enclosed  are  photocopies  of  letters  received  today  from  the  historian  at  Wells  Fargo 
Bank  regarding  the  Columbian  Expo  piece.  Apparently,  these  were  done  at  the  beginning  of 
1893  and  this  particular  specimen  is  complete  with  all  the  documentation  that  was 
originally  done." 

"I  have  spoken  with  Robert  Chandler,  the  Wells  Fargo  Historian,  (Ed.  Note:  see  the 
reproduction  of  his  reply  on  page  33),  and  while  he  hasn't  precise  records,  he  feels 
that  W.F.  &  Co.  had  perhaps  a  total  of  3,000  employees  at  that  time.  (Ed.  Note:  I  doubt 
if  EVERYONE  of  the  employees  exercised  their  option  of  ordering  one,  so  this  figure 
should  be  considered  the  MAXIMUM  amount  of  sets  issued!  Personally,  I  would  imagine  the 
actual  number  ISSUED  to  be  much  lower  than  3,000).  It  seems  that  Wells  Fargo  had  more 
than  just  a  casual  interest  in  the  Expo  -  they  had  an  exhibit  and  bought  their  first 
parade  coach  for  the  event!  Mr.  Chandler  said  that  we  would  have  permission  to  reprint 
the  official  1893  memo  (Ed.  Note:  see  page  34)  if  proper  credit  were  given..." 

"They  have  an  example  among  their  historical  treasures  also  dated  1892  -  it  seems  no 

sets  were  made  with  1893  coins." 
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WELLS  FARGO  BANK 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 


HISTORT  OE  PART M  £  NT  (92l) 
475  SAN  SOM  E  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA  94111 
(415)  396  -4157 


March  19,  1985 


Diane  Piret 
P.0.  Box  7 

Belle  Chasse,  LA  70037 
Dear  Ms.  Piret: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  letter  of  March  12  seeking  information 
on  your  Wells  Fargo  Columbian  half  dollar. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  an  official  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.  circular,  sent 
by  president  John  J.  Valentine  to  Agent  Connell  of  Hutchinson,  Kansas 
explains  the  background.  Yours  is  a  very  fine  specimen  with  all  of  its 
documentation.  The  seals  show  that  Wells  Fargo  Superintendent  C.W. 
Stockton  in  Kansas  City  issued  it. 

I  am  returning  your  photographs. 


Sincerely 


Research  Historian 


RJC/ rabg 
Enclosure 


Ion*  I.  V  A  L 1  NT  INN,  rmWmt.  Sao  Pr  ao<  i*co. 

P •  Uni  V lit  rrc*Lient.  Sat  Franc  bed 

Duulat  tVANS,  Sccx«n  J  Vice* PmiJent,  Now  Yoak. 
J  *  *  Miron,  Secretary,  San  r  rwu.iva 
■I*  ®-  ^ AIJONV  AuUiidI  Secretary ,  New  York. 

M*  WaDiifORiH,  T iciiurtr,  f.aa  FuadKa 


Offioe  of  the  President. 


f 


fftiarc'S’S  mid  flmtftittg, 


San  Francisco,  January  2,  189^. 


TO  EMPLOYES  OF 

WELLS,  FARGO  &  COMPANY’S  EXPRESS. 
Gentlemen : 

Wishing  to  aid  in  perpetuating  a  pleasant  recollection  of  the 
great  commemorative  event  of  the  present  year,  to  wit,  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  to  secure  at  the 
same  time  a  little  reraembraucc  of  our  friendly  interest  in  you 
individually,  in  appreciation  of  your  faithful  services,  we  have 
arranged  to  present  each  employ^  a  specimen  of  the  Souvenir  Coin, 
of  which  the  government  at  Washington  has  coined  five  millions 
to  promote  the  success  of  the  celebration.  The  coins  are  designed 
simply  as  souvenirs  or  keepsakes,  and  as  such  will,  it  is  thought, 
enhance  in  value  from  year  to  year.  It  is  in  this  spirit  our 
presentation  is  made,  with  the  hope  that  as  a  token  of  our  regard 
they  will  be  prized  and  preserved. 

The  distribution  of  these  coins,  which  are  now  ready,  will  be 
made  through  Superintendents  and  Route  Agents  of  the  Company, 
to  whom  please  apply  for  oue  in  writing  (Office  Agents,  for  them¬ 
selves  and  Employes,  to  the  Superintendent;  and  Messengers,  etc., 
to  the  Route  Agent)  giving  name,  occupation  and  address.  Prompt 
attention  will  facilitate  the  distribution. 

Wishing  one  and  all  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year,  I  am, 

Very  truly, 


WELLS  ) 

rh's  rj'si 

or,  h>  Zftfl  * 
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COMMEMORATIVELY  SPEAKING 
By  Joe  Wesp,  NJ. 
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DOWN 


1. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

9. 

12. 

15. 

17. 

22. 

23. 

24. 


Bridgeport  Obverse  Portrait 
Usual  Commem  denomination 
(2  wds.,  2nd  word  abr.) 

Designer  was  Adam  Pietz 
He  was  responsible  for  the  Missouri, 
among  others 


Site 
It 


of  Columbian  Expo 

Hollywood  sponsored  (2  words) 


was 


Oregon  obverse  designer 
This  battle  is  commemorated  on 
the  Vermont 

York  County  is  located  here 
Coin  grade  below  A.U. 

(2  words,  1st  word  abr.) 

North  and  South  America  are  these 
Succeeded  Morgan  in  1925 


2.  Goddess  of  Wisdom 

3.  On  the  Pan-Pac  $50 

8 .  What  Commems  are  now 

10.  Rovelstad  designed  it 

11.  The  2x2  was  coined  Oct. 1921 

13.  Most  consider  coin  cleaning  this, 

a  _ 

14.  Damage  sometimes  happens  here 

16.  Its  independence  is  celebrated  on 
this  "mini"  coin  series 

18.  Number  of  different  dates  on 
the  Oregon 

19.  Name  of  the  ship  on  the  Huguenot, 
( initials ) 

20.  Used  to  make  a  coin 

21.  These  are  mint  marks 


Good  luck!  All  the  answers  can  be  found  in  Slabaugh  and/or  Swiatek/Breen  and  the 
answers  will  appear  in  the  next  newsletter!  If  you  would  like  to  make  up  your  own 
crossword  puzzle,  just  mail  it  along  to  Society  HQ!  Actually,  I  think  it  would  be 
nice  if  we  could  feature  one  in  every  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL! 


Check  Out  These  BUY  Prices  1 


While  plowing  through  some  old  boxes  the  other  day,  your  Editor  came  up  with  a  19AA  copy 
of  B.  Max  Mehl's  THE  STAR  RARE  COIN  ENCYCLOPEDIA.  Mehl  was  the  "Director"  of  The 
Numismatic  Co.  Of  Texas  in  Fort  Worth  and  quite  an  agressive  promoter  of  coins  in  his 
day . 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  reproduction  below  represents  his  "Wanted  to  Buy"  prices  and  the 
inside  cover  of  this  208  page  booklet  offered  the  following  advice: 

"THIS  BOOK  is  published  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  values  of  rare  coins.  All  rare  U.S. 
and  other  coins  are  quoted  herein.  The  prices  quoted  are  those  we  PAY,  and  depend 
entirely  upon  the  condition  of  the  coins  (Editor's  note:  some  things  never  change!).  If 
a  coin  is  quoted  at  $1.00  to  $5.00,  it  means  that  we  will  pay  anywhere  from  $1.00  to 
$5.00,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  coin." 

Mehl  goes  on  to  explain  in  bold  letters,  "THE  FACE  VALUE  OF  THE  COIN  IS  ALWAYS  INCLUDED 
IN  THE  PRICE  QUOTED." 

Have  fun  looking  at  his  buy  prices  and  please  note  the  value  of  the  1933-D  Oregon  Trail! 
Although  Mr.  Mehl  is  no  longer  with  us,  I  will  be  happy  to  honor  all  of  his  buy  prices! 


34  THE  STAR  COIN  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


NUMISMATIC  COMPANY  OF  TEXAS  35 


The  following  commemorative  Half  Dollars  mast  be  in 
absolute  mint  condition  to  command  the  premiums  listed. 


1925  California  Jubilee  (75th  Anniversary)  $1.00 


1925  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial . 


2.00 


The  following  commemorative  Half  Dollars  must  be  in 
absolute  mint  condition  to  command  the  premiums  listed. 


1926  Oregon  Trail 

S  Mints  _ 

1928  Oregon  Trail 

1933  Oregon  Trail 

1934  Oregon  Trail 
1936  Oregon  Trail 

1936  Oregon  Trail 

1937  Oregon  Trail 

1938  Oregon  Trail 
each 

1939  Oregon  Trail 

each  . . 


Half  Dollar,  P  and 

Half'DoliarZriZIZ 

Half  Dollar,  D  Mint...... 

Half  Dollar,  D  Mint . 

Half  Dollar,  S  Mint . 

Half  Dollar,  P  Mint . 

Half  Dollar,  D  Mint . 

Half  Dollar,  P,  S,  D, 

Half  Doiiar,  P.  ’s,  ‘  D 


$  .65 
1.00 
2.00 
1.00 
1.26 
.75 
.76 

.75 

1.00 


1927  Bennington,  Vermont,  160th  Anni¬ 
versary  . . . .  1.00 


1928  Hawaii— Capt.  Cook  Half  Dollar. 

150th  Anniversary  Discovery  of 

Hawaii . . . .  2.60  to  6.00 


McKinley  Si  Struck  In  1NT icke 1 I 

Here  is  another  fantastic  photograph  that  was  kindly  supplied  to  your  editor  by  Anthony 
Swiatek.  Not  listed  in  the  Judd,  it  is  the  only  known  pattern  of  its  kind.  Once  again,  I 
thank  Anthony  for  providing  us  with  this  detailed  blow  up  of  a  very  rare  coin! 


Once  again,  we've  reached  the  end  of  the  trail.... 

The  worst  thing  about  writing  this  newsletter  is  when  I'm  forced  to  draw  our  little 
verbal  chat  to  an  end!  However,  do  not  despair!  I'm  not  that  easy  to  get  rid  of  and  like 
the  "old  soldier"  said  as  he  bit  down  on  his  corncob  pipe,  "I  shall  return!"  Kind  of 
makes  you  want  to  stand  on  top  of  your  kitchen  table  and  cheer,  doesn't  it?  Well,  even 
if  this  wasn't  your  automatic  reaction,  it's  still  the  thought  that  counts,  or  something 
along  those  lines! 

However,  before  I  leave,  I'm  going  to  give  you  three  more  pages  to  ponder!  I  know  many 
of  us  have  seen  the  original  holders  and  the  mailing  envelopes  related  to  the  various 
Commemorative  issues,  but  how  many  of  us  can  truly  boast  of  viewing  the  actual  checks 
that  were  sent  to  the  various  commissions  as  payment  for  these  delightful  coins? 

Fortunately  for  me,  my  former  business  partner  and  eternal  friend,  Bob  Walter,  knows  of 
my  love  for  bits  &  pieces  of  Commemorative  whimsy  and  was  kind  enough  to  guide  me 
towards  their  acquisition.  I  thought  I'd  reproduce  some  mailing  envelopes  along  with 
the  checks  (they're  from  a  different  estate)  as  they're  interesting  in  their  own  right 
too!  Until  we  meet  again,  may  all  your  experiences  be  worthy  of  commemorat ion ! 
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York  County  Tercentenary 

COMMEMORATIVE  COIN  COMMISSION 
YORK  NATIONAL  BANK 
SACO,  MAINE 
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NEW  ROCHELLE 

COMMEMORATIVE  COIN  COMMITTEE 

P.  O.  BOX  202  NEW  ROCHELLE.  MY. 
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L.  W.  HOFFECKER 
DISTRIBUTOR 
ELGIN  CENTENNIAL  COIN 

P.  O.  BOX  75 -EL  PASO,  TEXAS 
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